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A brief discussion on the current situation of urban-rural 
integration development based on the perspective of rural 
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Abstract: Rural revitalization is China’s current important development measure, and its important development issues on the 
integration of urban and rural development, therefore, urban and rural integration development has become an indispensable 
prerequisite for realizing China’s overall modernization. This study will take the background of rural revitalization as a 
perspective to clarify the significance of urban-rural integration, analyze the current situation and find challenges, and put 
forward suggestions conducive to the further development of urban-rural integration based on the research results.
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1 Significance of urban-rural integration

Urban-rural integrated development refers to the coordinated 
and win-win development of both urban and rural areas in such 
aspects as society, economy, culture, science and technology, 
medical care and education. It is a key part of the rural revitalization 
strategy and an important way to realize urban-rural integration, 
optimize resource allocation and improve the quality of rural 
development. Through the integrated development of urban and 
rural areas, the connection and interaction between urban and rural 
areas can be strengthened, the transformation and upgrading of rural 
economy can be promoted, and the income level of farmers can be 
improved. This measure will help to further optimize the allocation 
of resources between urban and rural areas and contribute to the 
coordinated development of social economy. At the same time, the 
integrated development of urban and rural areas will narrow the gap 
between urban and rural areas, which is conducive to the realization 
of income increase in rural areas. It is of great significance to 
promote its economic transformation, promote the development of 
rural social undertakings, improve the quality of life of farmers, and 
realize the common prosperity of urban and rural residents.

The integrated development of urban and rural areas is of great 
significance, not only for promoting the sustainable development 
of the national economy and improving people’s living standards, 
but also for realizing social equity and promoting the coordinated 
development of regions.

First, the integrated development of urban and rural areas is 
conducive to the optimal allocation of resources. Based on different 
resources and regional endowments, by optimizing the allocation 
of urban and rural resources, the complementary and balanced 
development of resources in different regions can be realized. 
Through the integrated development of urban and rural areas, the 
two-way communication between rural and urban areas can be 
realized.

Secondly, the integrated development of urban and rural areas 
helps to narrow the gap between urban and rural dual structure. 
The gap between urban and rural areas is a big problem facing our 
country. The gap between urban and rural areas can be effectively 
narrowed through the integrated development of urban and 

rural areas. By strengthening the construction of urban and rural 
infrastructure, improving the level of rural education, medical 
care and social security, and improving the living conditions of 
rural residents, we can enhance the sense of gain and happiness of 
farmers and promote social equity and stability.

Third, the integrated development of urban and rural areas is 
conducive to promoting rural employment and entrepreneurship. 
With the transfer of rural population to urban areas and the 
acceleration of urbanization, the employment and entrepreneurship 
of farmers have become an important issue. Through the integrated 
development of urban and rural areas, we can provide more job 
opportunities and business platforms for farmers, promote their 
income and prosperity, and achieve equal employment opportunities 
and treatment between farmers and urban residents.

Finally, the integrated development of urban and rural areas is 
conducive to the implementation of the rural revitalization strategy. 
The current rural revitalization strategy is an important strategy 
of our country, and the important support and guarantee of the 
rural revitalization strategy is urban-rural integrated development. 
Therefore, promoting the integrated development of urban and 
rural areas can achieve agricultural modernization, rural industry 
upgrading, rural environment improvement and the improvement of 
farmers’ living standards, and promote the full implementation of 
the rural revitalization strategy.

To sum up, the integrated development of urban and rural 
areas is of great significance in promoting the optimal allocation 
of resources, narrowing the gap between urban and rural areas, 
promoting farmers’ employment and entrepreneurship, and 
implementing the strategy of rural revitalization. In practice, we 
need to strengthen policy support and innovative mechanisms to 
push forward the integrated development of urban and rural areas 
and realize the goal of building a modern socialist country in an all-
round way.

2 Current situation of urban-rural 
integration

2.1 Problems in urban-rural integrated development
At present, although China has made some achievements in 
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the process of promoting the integrated development of urban and 
rural areas, problems and challenges still exist in the development 
process. On the one hand, the imbalance of urban-rural dual 
structure has not been eliminated; On the other hand, the gap 
between urban and rural development is widening, and the problem 
of rural population loss is still serious. It is reflected in economic 
development, income gap, educational resources, infrastructure 
construction and public services.
2.1.1 Economic development

The imbalance between urban and rural development is 
reflected in the faster and larger development speed of urban 
economy compared with rural economy. Cities usually have more 
industry, business and employment opportunities, while rural 
areas face the problem of a single industrial structure and limited 
employment opportunities.
2.1.2 Income gap

The imbalance of urban and rural development is also reflected 
in the income gap. The income of urban residents is generally much 
higher than that of rural residents, and the widening income gap has 
affected residents’ living standards and social equity.
2.1.3 Educational resources

The imbalance between urban and rural development is 
also reflected in education. High-quality education is generally 
distributed in urban areas, which means that rural residents cannot 
realize equal sharing of educational resources. Due to the lack of 
educational resources, rural residents will be more restricted and 
face greater challenges in realizing self-development and achieving 
their own progress in social development.
2.1.4 Infrastructure construction

The imbalance between urban and rural development is also 
reflected in infrastructure construction. Cities often have better 
transport, communication and energy facilities, while rural areas lag 
behind cities in terms of infrastructure development, which makes 
rural areas face difficulties in terms of transport, communication 
and energy supply, limiting their quality of life and development 
opportunities.
2.1.5 Public services

The imbalance between urban and rural development is 
also reflected in public services. Cities usually have better public 
resources such as health care, pension and social security, while the 
level of public services in rural areas is relatively low. Therefore, 
residents in rural areas are restricted in the enjoyment of public 
medical and social security services, which increases the risk and 
uncertainty of residents in rural areas.

These are some of the main aspects of the unbalanced 
development of urban and rural areas, and solving these problems 
requires the joint efforts of the government and all sectors of 
society to promote the coordinated development of urban and rural 
areas and promote social equity and sustainable development. In 
addition, the implementation and implementation of policies in 
the development of urban and rural integration also face certain 
challenges.

2.2 Challenges in urban-rural integrated development
At present, the development of urban and rural integration in 

China faces some challenges. First of all, the imbalance between 

urban and rural development is prominent. Urban development 
is relatively fast, while rural development is slow. Secondly, the 
construction of rural infrastructure is not perfect enough, and the 
level of public services is difficult to be guaranteed. In addition, 
the outflow of rural population leads to a shortage of rural labor 
force, which restricts the development of rural economy. Finally, 
the problem of rural land circulation still exists, which restricts the 
development of rural industry and the increase of farmers’ income. 
The challenge facing the current situation of urban-rural integration 
is a complex issue, involving many aspects such as economy, 
society and environment. The problems and challenges in the 
current situation are analyzed as follows:
2.2.1 Unbalanced economic development

There is a significant gap between urban and rural economic 
development, and the rural economy is relatively lagging behind. 
Data from the National Bureau of Statistics show that in 2019, 
when the per capita disposable income of urban residents was 
43,478 yuan, the per capita disposable income of rural residents 
was less than half of the disposable income of urban residents, only 
16,803 yuan, and the income gap between urban and rural residents 
was large. This gap has led to the existence of rural poverty, which 
needs to be solved through urban-rural integrated development.
2.2.2 Differences in urban and rural infrastructure

urban infrastructure is relatively perfect, while rural 
infrastructure construction lags behind. According to the National 
Development and Reform Commission, access to tap water in rural 
areas is only 87.5 percent, while in urban areas it is 99.1 percent. 
The rate of road hardening was 61.2% in rural areas and 98.1% 
in urban areas. This difference has resulted in relatively poor 
living conditions for rural residents, limiting the potential for rural 
development.
2.2.3 Uneven agricultural modernization process

The level of agricultural modernization varies in different 
regions. According to the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs, the eastern region has a relatively high level of agricultural 
modernization, while the western region lags behind. For example, 
80% of farmland in the eastern region is irrigated, while only about 
40% is irrigated in the western region. This difference has led to 
an imbalance in agricultural production capacity and limited the 
development of the rural economy.
2.2.4 Personnel flow and urbanization

The trend of rural population flow to cities and the ensuing 
urbanization process is becoming more and more obvious, and 
problems such as insufficient rural labor force and unbalanced age 
structure continue to appear. According to the National Bureau of 
Statistics, by the end of 2020, China’s urbanization rate reached 
63.89%, and the proportion of urban population in the total 
population gradually increased. This kind of population flow has 
brought a series of challenges to the rural economy, society and 
ecological environment, which need to be solved through the 
integration of urban and rural development.

According to the latest relevant data, there is a certain gap 
in the per capita disposable income of urban and rural residents. 
Generally speaking, the per capita disposable income of urban 
residents is higher than that of rural residents, which is mainly 
due to the relatively high level of urban economic development. 
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According to the statistics of the income gap between urban and 
rural residents in China and the United States in 2020, the per 
capita disposable income of urban residents in China is 39,251 
yuan in 2020, which is 2.45 times that of rural residents. In 2020, 
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the average annual 
disposable income of urban residents in the United States is $57,456, 
and the average annual disposable income of rural residents 
is $45,717, which means that the gap between urban and rural 
residents’ per capita disposable income is 1.26 times.

However, with the promotion of the rural revitalization 
strategy, the per capita disposable income in rural areas has 
gradually increased in recent years. The government has taken a 
series of measures, including supporting the development of rural 
industries and raising the income level of farmers, so as to promote 
the balanced development of urban and rural residents’ income.

At present, the gap between the per capita disposable income 
of urban and rural residents still faces certain challenges. On the one 
hand, the unbalanced development of urban and rural areas leads to 
the existence of income gap; On the other hand, the development of 
rural areas is relatively backward, and the growth rate of farmers’ 
income is slow. Therefore, it is still an important task to further 
promote the integrated development of urban and rural areas and 
narrow the urban-rural income gap.

3 Suggestions on promoting integrated 
urban and rural development

To promote the integrated development of urban and rural areas, 
we should increase the investment in infrastructure construction and 
public services in rural areas, and improve the development level 
of related fields such as economy, health care and education in rural 
areas. We will formulate and improve policies conducive to the 
integrated development of urban and rural areas and give preference 
to policies in rural areas. Increase investment in innovation and 
entrepreneurship in rural areas and improve and implement support 
policies to encourage talents to contribute to rural development; 
Strengthen industrial support, develop rural industries, cultivate 
new types of agricultural operators, and enhance the vitality and 
competitiveness of rural economic development; Strengthen the 
allocation of educational resources and related education and 
training, strengthen the cultivation of rural talents, and improve 
the comprehensive quality and employment ability of farmers; 
Strengthen organizational construction, establish and improve rural 
social organizations, give full play to their role in rural governance 
and services, improve farmers’ participation and sense of gain, and 
put forward countermeasures and suggestions to promote urban-

rural integrated development. Specifically, the following measures 
should be taken to promote urban-rural integrated development:

Strengthen rural infrastructure construction. We will increase 
investment in rural infrastructure construction, improve the level of 
rural infrastructure such as transportation, water conservancy and 
electricity, and provide strong support for rural development.

Improve the level of public services in rural areas. We will 
strengthen the construction of public service facilities in rural areas 
such as education, medical care, and culture, and improve the level 
of public services in rural areas so that rural residents can enjoy 
public services comparable to those provided by urban residents.

Promoting agricultural modernization. We will increase 
support for research and development of agricultural science and 
technology, promote modern agricultural technology, improve the 
efficiency and quality of agricultural production, and promote the 
development of modern and intelligent agriculture.

Strengthen the cultivation and introduction of rural talents. We 
will strengthen the training of rural personnel, improve the quality 
of rural personnel, and train a group of personnel who understand 
agriculture, love the countryside, and have the spirit of innovation. 
At the same time, some urban talents will be introduced to rural 
areas to start businesses and promote the exchange and cooperation 
of urban and rural talents.

Establish and strengthen the implementation of the land 
transfer system, promote the rural land transfer with more security, 
and promote the development of rural industry and increase 
farmers’ income through land transfer.

Strengthening policy support. Formulate and improve relevant 
policies to provide policy support for the integrated development 
of urban and rural areas, including financial support, tax incentives, 
industrial support and other policies.

The integrated development of urban and rural areas is an 
important part of the rural revitalization strategy and the only way 
to realize rural modernization. Therefore, taking strong measures to 
promote the integrated development of urban and rural areas will 
help achieve coordinated economic and social development and 
promote the rural revitalization strategy to achieve greater results. 
Through strengthening the construction of rural infrastructure, 
improving the level of rural public services, promoting agricultural 
modernization, strengthening the training and introduction of rural 
talents, promoting the transfer of rural land, and strengthening 
policy support, we can further promote the integrated development 
of urban and rural areas and achieve the major goals of the rural 
revitalization strategy.
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