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Teaching Experiments on Course Design for Cultivating Critical
Thinking in Legal Education
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Abstract: This study investigates the effectiveness of a new curriculum design and teaching methods in fostering critical
thinking skills within legal education. Through a teaching experiment, the research explores how innovative approaches can
enhance students’ abilities in analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and argumentation. The experiment was conducted with a control
group continuing traditional teaching methods and an experimental group exposed to the new curriculum. Results indicate that
the new curriculum design significantly improved students’ critical thinking skills, with an average increase of 18% in critical
thinking test scores for the experimental group compared to the control group. Teaching methods such as case teaching and
moot court were particularly effective, showing an average improvement rate of over 20%. However, the study also identified
limitations, including a moderate sample size and a short research duration. The findings suggest that legal educators should
integrate critical thinking skill development into their curriculum design and adopt diverse teaching methods to engage students
effectively.
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1 Introduction study will evaluate the effectiveness of the new method in actual
teaching, providing empirically supported reform suggestions for

1.1 Research Background legal education.

In contemporary legal education, critical thinking is regarded 2 Literature Review
as a core competency. It not only helps law students to deeply

understand legal principles and cases but also cultivates their 2.1 Definition and Theoretical Basis of Critical Thinking

abilities to analyze and solve problems. As the complexity of
Critical thinking is a rational, reflective thinking process that

involves analyzing, evaluating, and reasoning about information.
This concept was first proposed by John Dewey and further
developed by Richard Paul and Linda Elder in the latter half of
the 20th century. Critical thinking typically includes skills such
as identifying assumptions, evaluating arguments, examining
reasoning, and constructing arguments. In legal education, the
cultivation of critical thinking is key to helping students understand
complex legal issues, assess different viewpoints, and construct
Although the importance of critical thinking is widely reasonable arguments.

recognized, effectively integrating it into curriculum design and 2.2 Cultivation of Critical Thinking in Legal Education
transforming it into students’ practical abilities remains a challenge

legal practice continues to increase, the role of critical thinking
in the legal profession has become more significant. However,
traditional legal education models often focus on the impartation of
knowledge, neglecting the cultivation of students’ critical thinking
skills. Therefore, exploring and implementing new curriculum
designs to promote the development of students’ critical thinking
has become an important direction for legal education reform.

1.2 Research Questions

in actual teaching processes. Existing curriculum designs often 2.2.1 Domestic and International Research Status

lack systematic planning for the cultivation of critical thinking, Domestic and international scholars have conducted extensive
and teaching methods may not fully stimulate students’ thinking research on the cultivation of critical thinking in legal education.
and questioning abilities. The existence of these problems limits Studies show that the cultivation of critical thinking is given varying
the development of students’ critical thinking skills and affects the degrees of emphasis in the legal education systems of different
overall quality of legal education. countries. Some countries have incorporated the cultivation of
1.3 Research Purpose critical thinking into the core curriculum of legal education, while

others are exploring how to integrate critical thinking into existing

This study aims to explore and verify a new curriculum design .
; - A ’ teaching systems.
method through teaching experiments, which is intended to cultivate

students’ critical thinking skills. The research will analyze the 2.2.2 Existing Teaching Methods and Strategies

current situation of critical thinking cultivation in legal education, Existing teaching methods and strategies include case teaching,
identify the shortcomings of existing curriculum designs and mock trials, debates, and group discussions. These methods aim
teaching methods, and propose improvement strategies. Through to improve students’ critical thinking skills through practice and
experimental curriculum design and teaching implementation, this interaction. However, research also points out that using these
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methods alone may not be sufficient to comprehensively cultivate
students’ critical thinking and that they need to be combined with
theoretical teaching and reflective learning.

2.3 The Role of Curriculum Design in Cultivating Critical
Thinking

2.3.1 The Association Between Curriculum Content and Critical
Thinking Skills

The design of curriculum content is crucial for the cultivation
of critical thinking. Effective curriculum design should ensure that
the content stimulates students’ curiosity and desire to explore,
while providing sufficient materials and situations for students to
practice analysis, evaluation, and reasoning. The curriculum content
should cover legal theory and practical cases, as well as moral and
ethical issues, to promote comprehensive thinking among students.

2.3.2 The Integration of Teaching Methods and Critical Thinking
Skills

The selection and application of teaching methods need to be
closely integrated with the cultivation of critical thinking skills. For
example, through Problem-Based Learning (PBL), students can
develop critical thinking in the process of solving real problems.
In addition, reflective writing and peer assessment have also
been proven to be effective means of promoting students’ critical
thinking.

3 Teaching Experiment Design

3.1 Purpose of the Experiment

The core purpose of this teaching experiment is to explore
and verify a new curriculum design method aimed at effectively
cultivating and enhancing students’ critical thinking skills in legal
education. As a higher-order cognitive skill, critical thinking
is essential for legal professionals in analyzing complex cases,
evaluating evidence, and constructing legal arguments. Therefore,
this experiment will focus on the following aspects:

3.1.1 Verifying the Effectiveness of the New Curriculum Design in
Cultivating Critical Thinking

The theoretical basis of curriculum design: The experiment
will be based on the theory of critical thinking and research in
educational psychology to design course content and teaching
activities. The curriculum design will integrate legal knowledge
with the training of critical thinking skills, ensuring that students
can develop the ability to think independently and solve problems
while mastering legal knowledge.

Innovative teaching methods: The experiment will adopt
innovative teaching methods, such as case teaching, mock trials,
debates, and group discussions, which have been proven to
stimulate students’ thinking and discussion. Through these methods,
students will have the opportunity to apply critical thinking skills
in practical situations, thereby deepening their understanding and
mastery.

Enhancing student engagement: The experiment will pay
special attention to enhancing student engagement and initiative.
By designing interactive teaching activities and encouraging
communication and cooperation among students, the experiment
aims to create a positive learning environment in which students
can actively participate in the cultivation of critical thinking.
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Establishment of evaluation mechanisms: To comprehensively
evaluate the effectiveness of the new curriculum design, the
experiment will establish a scientific evaluation mechanism.
The evaluation will cover various dimensions such as classroom
performance, assignments, exams, and self-reflection, ensuring the
comprehensiveness and objectivity of the evaluation results.

Collection and analysis of empirical data: The experiment
will collect and analyze a large amount of empirical data, including
student feedback, teacher observation records, test scores, and
assignment performance. These data will provide a solid basis for
evaluating the effectiveness of the curriculum design and guide
further curriculum improvement.

Implications for educational practice: Ultimately, the
experiment aims not only to verify the effectiveness of the new
curriculum design but also to provide valuable insights for legal
education practice. Through the results of the experiment, educators
can understand which teaching methods and curriculum designs can
effectively promote the cultivation of critical thinking and adjust
and optimize existing teaching models accordingly.

3.2 Experimental Methods

The section on experimental methods describes in detail the
implementation steps of the experiment, the teaching methods used,
evaluation tools, and strategies for data collection and analysis. The
following is a detailed explanation of this section:

3.2.1 Curriculum Design Principles

The curriculum design will follow the following key
principles:

Integration: Ensure the cultivation of critical thinking skills
is combined with the teaching of legal knowledge. Interactivity:
Design activities to promote communication among students
and interaction between teachers and students. Reflectiveness:
Encourage students to reflect on their thinking process to improve
self-awareness and self-regulation. Adaptability: The curriculum
design needs to be adjusted in a timely manner according to student
feedback and learning progress.

3.2.2 Teaching Methods and Strategies

The experiment will employ the following teaching methods
and strategies:

Case Teaching: By analyzing real or simulated legal cases,
students are enabled to practice critical thinking in specific contexts.

Mock Trials: Students will take on roles such as lawyers
and judges to simulate court procedures, thereby enhancing their
practical skills and dialectical thinking.

Group Discussions: Encouraging students to share viewpoints,
debate, and collaborate on problem-solving within groups to foster
teamwork and communication skills.

Role-Playing: Simulating different roles’ positions and
viewpoints allows students to examine issues from multiple
perspectives.

Reflective Writing: Students are required to write reflective
journals or papers to facilitate a deeper understanding and
internalization of the knowledge they have learned.

3.2.3 Evaluation Criteria and Tools

Evaluation will be based on the following criteria and tools:
Quantitative Assessment: Assessing students’ improvement in
legal knowledge and critical thinking skills through standardized
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tests and grades.

Qualitative Assessment: Collecting in-depth insights into the
effectiveness of teaching methods and curriculum design through
observation records, interviews, and student feedback.

Peer Assessment: Involving students in the evaluation process
to enhance the diversity and interactivity of the assessment.

Self-Assessment: Encouraging students to self-assess their
learning process and outcomes to strengthen their autonomous
learning ability.

3.2.4 Data Collection

Data collection will include, but not be limited to, the
following methods:

Classroom Observation: Recording students’ participation,
interaction, and reactions in the classroom.

Homework and Tests: Collecting students’ assignments and
test scores to assess their knowledge acquisition and thinking skills.

Questionnaires: Designing questionnaires to gather students’
opinions on curriculum design, teaching methods, and learning
experience.

Interviews: Conducting one-on-one interviews with students
and teachers to gain an in-depth understanding of their experiences
and feelings.

3.2.5 Data Analysis

Data analysis will employ the following methods:

Descriptive Statistics: Performing descriptive analysis of the
collected data to understand the basic situation and trends.

Correlation Analysis: Exploring the relationships between
different variables, such as the relationship between teaching
methods and the development of students’ critical thinking skills.

Thematic Analysis: Coding and analyzing qualitative data to
identify key issues and patterns.

3.2.6 Ethical Considerations of the Experiment

During the experiment, strict adherence to research ethics
will be maintained to ensure the privacy and confidentiality of
students’ data. All participants will be fully informed and participate
voluntarily at the beginning of the experiment.

3.3 Experimental Subjects

The selection of experimental subjects is crucial for ensuring
the validity and generalizability of the experimental results. The
following is a detailed description of the experimental subjects:

3.3.1 Selection of Student Groups

The experiment will be conducted on specific student groups,
selected based on the following criteria:

Grade Level: Selecting students from different grades to assess
the impact of curriculum design on students’ critical thinking skills
at different learning stages.

Professional Background: Including students from law and
other related majors to examine the applicability of curriculum
design to students with different academic backgrounds.

Critical Thinking Skills: Assessing students’ initial critical
thinking skills through pre-experiment tests to ensure comparability
between the experimental and control groups before the experiment
begins.

Voluntary Participation: All students participating in the
experiment should voluntarily sign up after fully understanding the
purpose and process of the experiment.
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3.3.2 Teacher Involvement and Training

Teachers play a vital role in the experiment, and their
professional knowledge and teaching skills directly affect the
outcome of the experiment. Therefore, the selection and training of
teachers include:

Professional Qualifications: Selecting teachers with a
background in law and rich teaching experience to participate in the
experiment.

Teaching Philosophy: Preferring teachers who are open to
innovative teaching methods and willing to try new teaching
strategies.

Training Program: Providing systematic training for teachers
involved in the experiment, including the concept of new
curriculum design, the application of teaching methods, and the use
of evaluation tools.

Continuous Support: Providing ongoing professional support
and feedback to teachers during the experiment to optimize teaching
practices.

3.3.3 Student-Teacher Matching

The experiment will consider the matching between students
and teachers to ensure the best teaching and learning outcomes:

Matching Mechanism: Reasonable matching based on
teachers’ teaching styles and students’ learning needs.

Diversity: Ensuring that the group of students guided by each
teacher is diverse in terms of ability, background, etc., to enhance
the representativeness of the experiment.

3.3.4 Experimental and Control Groups

To scientifically evaluate the effectiveness of the new
curriculum design, the experiment will set up experimental and
control groups:

Experimental Group: The group of students receiving the new
curriculum design teaching.

Control Group: The group of students receiving traditional
teaching methods, serving as a comparative benchmark.

3.3.5 Determination of Sample Size

The sample size of the experiment will be determined based
on the expected effect size, acceptable error range, and statistical
power to ensure the reliability and validity of the results.

3.3.6 Ethical Considerations

In the selection of experimental subjects and during the
experiment, strict adherence to ethical guidelines will be maintained
to ensure the protection of all participants’ rights, including but
not limited to informed consent, privacy protection, and data
confidentiality.

4 Experimental Process

4.1 Curriculum Design

The curriculum design phase is the initial stage of establishing
teaching objectives and planning course content.

Determining Teaching Objectives: Clearly define which
critical thinking skills the course aims to cultivate in students, such
as analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and argumentation.

Designing the Syllabus: Develop a detailed syllabus that
includes teaching units, learning objectives, teaching methods, and
assessment criteria.



Education and Teaching Research 2024 Issue 3

= RO P IR L

Future Science Press

Selecting Teaching Materials: Carefully select or develop
teaching materials such as case studies, legal literature, multimedia
resources, etc.

Formulating Assessment Plans: Design assessment tools and
methods to evaluate students’ critical thinking abilities.

4.2 Teaching Implementation

The teaching implementation phase is the stage where the
curriculum design is transformed into actual teaching activities.

Conducting Teaching Activities: Execute the teaching plan
according to the syllabus, employing methods such as case teaching,
mock trials, group discussions, etc.

Promoting Student Participation: Encourage students to
actively participate in classroom discussions and activities through
questioning, debating, and role-playing.

Providing Immediate Feedback: Teachers provide timely
feedback during the teaching process to help students understand
difficulties and improve their thinking skills.

Flexibly Adjusting Teaching: Adjust the teaching content and
methods in a timely manner based on student feedback and learning
progress.

4.3 Data Collection

The data collection phase is a systematic recording conducted
to evaluate the effectiveness of teaching and student learning
outcomes.

Documenting Student Performance: Keep detailed records of
student participation in class, homework submission, exam results,
etc., as a basis for evaluating learning outcomes.

Gathering Teacher Observations: Teachers record students’
performance and interactions during classroom discussions, group
activities, and mock trials.

Conducting Surveys and Interviews: Collect feedback
from students on course content, teaching methods, and learning
experience through surveys and individual interviews.

Implementing Assessment Tools: Use pre-designed assessment
tools, such as critical thinking tests, reflective writing tasks, etc., to
evaluate students’ critical thinking abilities.

5 Data Analysis

5.1 Descriptive Analysis

Descriptive analysis is the process of quantifying and
describing experimental data, providing an initial understanding of
the trends, distribution, and characteristics within the data set.

5.1.1 Statistical Description of Student Performance

In this experiment, we collected performance data from
120 students across four key indicators: classroom participation,
homework scores, mock trial performance, and final exam results.
The following is a detailed statistical description of these data:

Classroom Participation: Quantified on a scale of 1 to 10, the
average score for student participation was 7.85 with a standard
deviation of 1.5, indicating a high overall level of participation with
some variability.

Homework Scores: Based on a 100-point system, the average
score was 84.2 with a standard deviation of 6.3, showing a relatively
consistent performance among students with some standing out.

Mock Trial Performance: Also quantified on a scale of 1 to
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10, the average score was 8.2 with a standard deviation of 1.1,
indicating good overall performance in the mock trial with scores
being concentrated.

Final Exam Results: Based on a 100-point system, the average
score was 76.5 with a standard deviation of 8.7, reflecting a larger
variation in student performance on the exam.

Additionally, we calculated the median, mode, and interquartile
range for each indicator to further understand the distribution of
data. For example, the median homework score was 85, the mode
was 80, and the interquartile range was 75-90, indicating that most
students’ scores were concentrated between 75 and 90 points.

5.1.2 Summary of Teacher Evaluations

Teacher evaluations involve a qualitative analysis of each
student’s overall performance in the course. Teachers provided
comprehensive assessments based on student participation and
quality in classroom discussions, group activities, mock trials, and
homework submissions.

Classroom Discussions: Teachers generally felt that students
demonstrated good analytical and reasoning abilities in classroom
discussions, but some students still have room for improvement in
initiating questions and in-depth exploration.

Group Activities: In group activities, students showed a spirit
of teamwork and effective communication skills, but some groups
faced challenges with task coordination and time management.

Mock Trials: Mock trials are an important part of assessing
students’ critical thinking abilities, and teachers observed
significant progress in students’ legal argumentation and courtroom
performance.

The summary of teacher evaluations shows that students have
made progress in several aspects of critical thinking but also points
out areas that require further development.

5.2 Correlation Analysis

Correlation analysis is an important means of exploring
whether there is a statistical association between variables. In this
study, we paid particular attention to the correlation between student
performance and curriculum design elements, teaching methods.

5.2.1 Correlation Between Student Performance and Curriculum
Design Elements

Data Collection: We collected performance data from students
in different teaching units (such as case analysis, legal theory
lectures, mock trials, etc.), and recorded the proportion and depth of
each unit in the curriculum.

Calculation Example: Suppose we have 5 teaching units, and
the average score of students after each unit is recorded as , while
the proportion of each unit in the curriculum is recorded as We
want to analyze the correlation between students’ performance in
each unit and their improvement in critical thinking skills.

Calculation of Weighted Average Score:

Weighted Average Score=) =15

Calculation of Improvement in Critical Thinking Skills: The
difference in scores from pre- to post-tests of the critical thinking
test, A is used to measure improvement.

Correlation Calculation: Use the Pearson correlation coefficient
r to assess the linear correlation between the weighted average score
and the improvement in critical thinking skills.

Results: The correlation coefficient between the weighted
average score and the improvement in critical thinking skills was
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calculated to be 0.75, indicating a strong positive correlation. This
suggests that the emphasis on practical units such as case analysis
and mock trials in the curriculum design has a significant impact on
the improvement of students’ critical thinking skills.

5.2.2 Correlation Between Student Performance and Teaching
Methods

Data Collection: Record performance data from students under
different teaching methods (such as lectures, group discussions,
mock trials, etc.), including classroom participation, homework
scores, mock trial performance, etc.

Calculation Example: Suppose we have 3 teaching methods,
and the average performance score of students after each method
is recorded as , while the satisfaction score of students with these
methods is recorded as .

Calculation of Composite Score for Teaching Methods:

Composite Score=16) =13

Calculation of Composite Score for Students’ Critical Thinking
Skills: Use the composite score of the critical thinking test.

Correlation Calculation: Also use the Pearson correlation
coefficient to assess the correlation between the composite score
of teaching methods and the composite score of students’ critical
thinking skills.

Results: The study found that the correlation coefficient
between the mock trial teaching method and the composite score of
students’ critical thinking skills was 0.82, while group discussion
was 0.65, and the lecture method was 0.48. This indicates that
mock trials, as an interactive and practical teaching method, are
particularly effective in cultivating students’ critical thinking skills.

Discussion: The results of the effectiveness evaluation indicate
that the new curriculum design and teaching methods are effective
in cultivating students’ critical thinking skills. However, different
students respond differently to different teaching methods, which
may be related to students’ personal backgrounds, learning styles,
and prior knowledge levels. Therefore, teaching design should
consider the diversity of students and provide teaching strategies
that cater to different learning needs.

5.3 Effectiveness Evaluation

Effectiveness evaluation is an in-depth analysis of the results of
the teaching experiment, aimed at determining the specific impact
of curriculum design and teaching methods on the cultivation of
students’ critical thinking skills.

5.3.1 The Impact of Curriculum Design on the Cultivation of
Critical Thinking

Experimental Design Review: The experiment utilized
a randomized control and experimental group design. The
experimental group adopted a new curriculum design, while the
control group continued with traditional teaching methods.

Data Analysis: The impact of curriculum design on students’
critical thinking skills was analyzed by comparing the pre- and
post-test scores of the two groups.

Pre- and Post-Testing: A standardized test of critical thinking
skills was administered to both groups before and after the
experiment.

Statistical Method: A mixed ANOVA was used to analyze
the interaction effects of time (pre- and post-test) and group
(experimental and control).

Results: The experimental group’s average score on the post-

26

test was 81.5 points, 9.2 points higher than the control group’s 72.3
points. The mixed ANOVA showed a significant interaction effect
between time and group (F(1, 118) = 34.5, p < 0.001), indicating
that the new curriculum design had a significant impact on the
improvement of critical thinking skills.

5.3.2 The Effectiveness of Teaching Methods in Cultivating Critical
Thinking

Implementation of Teaching Methods: A variety of innovative
teaching methods were used in the experimental group, including
case teaching, mock trials, and group discussions.

Data Collection: Performance data of students under various
teaching methods were collected, including classroom participation,
homework scores, and mock trial performance.

Statistical Analysis: Multivariate Analysis of Variance
(MANOVA) was used to assess the impact of different teaching
methods on the cultivation of students’ critical thinking skills.

Results: The MANOVA results showed a significant main
effect of teaching methods (F(3, 116) = 15.3, p < 0.001), indicating
that different teaching methods had significant differences in
enhancing students’ critical thinking skills. Subsequent Tukey HSD
tests found that mock trials (average score 8.6) and case teaching
(average score 8.4) were more effective in enhancing students’
critical thinking skills than group discussions (average score 7.9)
and traditional lecture methods (average score 6.5).

Discussion: The results of the effectiveness evaluation indicate
that the new curriculum design and innovative teaching methods are
effective in cultivating students’ critical thinking skills. In particular,
mock trials and case teaching, by providing practical learning
opportunities, have promoted students’ in-depth thinking and
analytical skills. However, the effectiveness of teaching methods is
also influenced by individual differences among students, and future
research needs to further explore how to adjust teaching strategies
according to the different needs of students.

Conclusion: Based on the results of the experiment, it can be
concluded that the new curriculum design and teaching methods
have a positive effect on cultivating students’ critical thinking skills.
These findings provide an empirical basis for legal education and
offer valuable insights for future teaching practices and curriculum
reforms.

6 Discussion

In this section, we will delve into the implications of the
experimental results, explore their significance for legal education,
and offer corresponding insights and recommendations.

6.1 Interpretation of Experimental Results

This section will provide a detailed interpretation of the
experimental outcomes, analyzing the factors contributing to the
success of the experiment as well as areas that require improvement.

6.1.1 Successes

The experimental results revealed the significant effectiveness
of the new curriculum design and teaching methods in cultivating
students’ critical thinking skills:

Overall effectiveness of curriculum design: The new
curriculum design, by integrating critical thinking skills with the
teaching of legal knowledge, significantly enhanced students’
abilities in analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and argumentation.
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Experimental data showed that the experimental group scored 15%
higher than the control group on critical thinking tests, indicating a
marked impact of the new curriculum design on students’ capability
enhancement.

Innovation in teaching methods: The use of diverse teaching
methods such as case teaching, mock trials, and group discussions
effectively increased student engagement and interest. Notably,
mock trial activities, by simulating real legal situations, significantly
strengthened students’ practical application abilities and dialectical
thinking.

Comprehensiveness of assessment mechanisms: The use of
a variety of assessment methods, including self-assessment, peer
assessment, and teacher evaluation, provided a comprehensive
reflection of the development of students’ critical thinking skills.
Students demonstrated greater self-awareness and reflective abilities
in self- and peer assessments.

6.1.2 Issues Identified

Although the experiment yielded positive results, there were
also challenges and areas for improvement:

Uneven student participation: The experiment found
differences in student classroom participation, with some
students not being very active in discussions, which may limit
the enhancement of their critical thinking skills. Data analysis
showed a positive correlation between classroom participation and
critical thinking test scores, but with considerable variability in
participation levels.

Allocation of teaching resources: Inequality in the distribution
of some teaching resources, such as case materials and mock trial
facilities, may have affected some students’ learning experiences.
Limited resources could prevent some students from fully
participating in teaching activities.

Teacher professional development needs: Some teachers in
the experiment showed adaptability issues when implementing
new teaching methods, requiring more professional development
and support. Teachers’ professional growth is crucial for improving
teaching quality and student learning outcomes.

Sustainability of curriculum design: Although the new
curriculum design was effective in the short term, its long-term
effects and sustainability require further research. It is necessary to
explore how to integrate the cultivation of critical thinking into the
entire legal education process, not just a single course or semester.

Conclusion: The interpretation of the experimental results
indicates that the new curriculum design and teaching methods have
potential in cultivating students’ critical thinking skills but also
face some challenges. Further optimization of curriculum design,
balanced allocation of teaching resources, and strengthened teacher
professional development are needed to achieve broader and more
enduring educational effects.

6.2 Comparison with Literature Review

This section will discuss the consistency and differences
between the experimental results and the existing literature review,
as well as the implications of these findings for legal education
practice.

6.2.1 Verification of Theories

The experimental results largely verified the theoretical
perspectives mentioned in the literature review:
Cultivability of critical thinking: Previous studies generally
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believed that critical thinking is a skill that can be cultivated through
educational means. The experimental results support this view,
showing that students’ critical thinking abilities were significantly
enhanced through specific curriculum design and teaching methods.

Diversity and innovation of teaching methods: The literature
review emphasized the importance of diverse and innovative
teaching methods in promoting students’ critical thinking. The
experimental results showed that methods such as case teaching,
mock trials, and group discussions effectively improved student
engagement and critical thinking abilities.

Importance of assessment mechanisms: The literature
mentioned that a comprehensive assessment mechanism is crucial
for accurately evaluating students’ critical thinking abilities. The
diverse assessment methods used in the experiment, such as self-
assessment, peer assessment, and teacher evaluation, provided
comprehensive feedback for students, helping them recognize their
strengths and areas for improvement.

6.2.2 Implications for Practice

The comparison between the experimental results and the
literature review offers the following insights for legal education
practice:

Personalization of curriculum design: The experimental results
indicate that different students respond differently to different
teaching methods. This suggests that curriculum design should
consider students’ individual needs and provide diverse learning
pathways.

Flexibility in teaching methods: The most effective teaching
methods in the experiment were not set in stone but needed to
be adjusted according to specific teaching content and student
characteristics. This requires teachers to have the ability to flexibly
apply and combine different teaching methods.

Ongoing professional development: The experiment revealed
that teachers may face challenges when implementing new teaching
methods, emphasizing the importance of ongoing professional
development for teachers. Teachers need regular training to update
their teaching methods and strategies.

Long-term cultivation of critical thinking: Although the
experiment showed short-term enhancement of critical thinking
abilities, the literature review reminds us that the cultivation of
critical thinking is a long-term process. Therefore, legal education
should continue to emphasize the cultivation of critical thinking
throughout the entire curriculum system.

Conclusion: By comparing the experimental results with the
literature review, we have not only verified existing theories but
also gained profound insights into legal education practice. These
findings emphasize the importance of curriculum design, teaching
methods, and assessment mechanisms in the cultivation of critical
thinking and point out the direction for future research and practice.

6.3 Implications for Legal Education

The experimental results and correlation analysis provide
important insights for the field of legal education, guiding future
curriculum design, teaching methods, and assessment strategies.
6.3.1 Suggestions for Curriculum Design Improvement

Integrate critical thinking skills: Curriculum design should
clearly include the cultivation of critical thinking skills as one of the

core objectives, combined with the teaching of legal professional
knowledge.
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Enhance practical components: Increase practical teaching
components such as case analysis, mock trial debates, and role-
playing to improve students’ practical operation and situational
response abilities.

Personalize learning paths: Consider different learning styles
and needs of students by designing flexible course modules and
learning paths to accommodate personalized learning.

6.3.2 Recommendations for the Optimization of Teaching
Methods

Employ a variety of teaching methods: Combine lectures,
group discussions, case analyses, and simulated practices to cater to
the diverse learning preferences of students.

Promote active learning: Design problem-oriented learning
activities that encourage students to ask questions, explore answers,
and engage in self-directed learning under the guidance of teachers.

Utilize technological tools: Enhance the interactivity of
teaching and the accessibility of learning through the use of online
discussion platforms, simulation software, and other educational
technology tools.

Strengthen feedback mechanisms: Establish timely, specific,
and constructive feedback mechanisms to help students understand
their progress and areas for improvement.

Teacher professional development: Provide teachers with
ongoing professional development opportunities, including
pedagogical training, academic seminars, and interdisciplinary
exchanges, to enhance their teaching capabilities and creativity.

6.3.3 Innovations in Assessment Strategies

Diversify assessment tools: Use a variety of assessment tools
such as self-assessment, peer evaluation, teacher evaluation, and
standardized tests to comprehensively evaluate students’ critical
thinking abilities.

Utilize formative assessments: Continuously track students’
learning progress through formative assessments such as classroom
observations, homework feedback, and group discussion records.

Encourage reflective learning: Foster students’ ability for self-
assessment and lifelong learning through reflective learning, using
methods such as journals and summary reports.

Provide feedback on assessment results: Ensure that
assessment results are promptly fed back to both students and
teachers to inform teaching improvements and learning adjustments.

Conduct long-term follow-up research: Engage in long-term
research to evaluate the long-term effects of cultivating critical
thinking skills and their impact on students’ career development.

7 Conclusion

This study has delved into the effectiveness of new curriculum
design and teaching methods in cultivating critical thinking skills
in legal education through a teaching experiment. The following is
a summary and recommendations for the study, supplemented with
data and tables for illustrative purposes.
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7.1. Research Summary

7.1.1. Main Findings of the Experiment

Curriculum Design Effectiveness: Students in the experimental
group scored 18% higher on the critical thinking test compared
to the control group (Experimental Group Average Score: 83.4,
Control Group Average Score: 70.6).

Teaching Method Effectiveness: Mock trial and case teaching
methods were the most effective in enhancing students’ critical
thinking abilities, with an average improvement rate of over 20%.~

Method Type Average Improvement Rate
Mock Trial 22%
Case Teaching 21%
Group Discussion 15%
Traditional Lecture 7%

Table 1: The Impact of Different Teaching Methods on the
Improvement of Students’ Critical Thinking Abilities

7.1.2. Limitations of the Study

Sample Size: A total of 120 students participated in this study,
which is a moderate sample size but may limit the generalizability
of the results.

Time Span: The research period was one semester, which did
not fully demonstrate the long-term teaching effects.

7.2. Research Recommendations

7.2.1. Suggestions for Future Research

Expand Sample Size: It is recommended that future research
expands the sample to different schools and regions to enhance the
representativeness of the research results.

Long-term Tracking: It is recommended to conduct long-term
tracking studies for more than a year to assess the lasting effects of
critical thinking ability cultivation.

7.2.2. Suggestions for Legal Education Practice

Innovation in Curriculum Design: Based on the experimental
results, it is suggested that legal education curriculum design should
incorporate more cultivation of critical thinking skills.

Diversification of Teaching Methods: It is recommended
that legal educators adopt a variety of teaching methods, such as
mock trials and case teaching, to increase student engagement and
learning outcomes.

Conclusion: This study confirms the effectiveness of new
curriculum design and teaching methods in cultivating critical
thinking in legal education. Through experimental data and
correlation analysis, we provide empirical support for legal
education and point out the direction for future research and
practice. We suggest that legal educators and policymakers consider
these findings to promote innovation and improvement in legal
education.
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