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Abstract: This study conducts an in-depth analysis of the current state, influencing factors, and strategies for the distribution
of educational resources between urban and rural areas in China. It aims to provide an empirical foundation and specific
recommendations for policymakers and educational practitioners. The research reveals significant disparities in teacher
allocation, teaching facilities, and educational funding between urban and rural regions, which adversely impact the quality
and equity of education. Despite national policies promoting educational equity, discrepancies in local implementation hinder
the effectiveness of these policies. The study underscores the profound influence of education on social development, noting
that educational gaps can restrict individual social mobility and affect overall societal progress and economic growth. Policy
recommendations include increasing investment in rural education, establishing dynamic resource allocation mechanisms,
enhancing rural teacher remuneration and social status, and promoting the application of educational technology. The study
acknowledges limitations in sample selection and data collection, suggesting future research directions such as the impact of
educational policies on specific groups and the psychosocial effects of educational inequality. Interdisciplinary research and
systematic policy evaluation and feedback mechanisms are encouraged to ensure policies adapt to new educational demands.
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1 Introduction 1.3 Research Objectives and Questions

Education is the cornerstone of national development, and the The main objective of this study is to explore effective
distribution of educational resources directly affects the quality and
equity of education. As a large developing country, the unbalanced
distribution of educational resources between urban and rural areas
in China has always been a focus of social concern. This study aims
to explore strategies for the balanced distribution of educational
resources in urban and rural areas of China, with the expectation of
providing theoretical support and practical guidance for narrowing
the urban-rural educational gap.

strategies for the balanced distribution of educational resources
between urban and rural areas in China. Research questions include:
What are the main issues in the current distribution of educational
resources between urban and rural areas? What factors affect the
distribution of educational resources between urban and rural areas?
How to formulate and implement effective strategies to promote the
balanced distribution of resources?

2 Literature Review
1.1 Research Background

This section will provide an overview of the current state of

The phenomenon of unbalanced distribution of educational . .
research on educational resource distribution at home and abroad,

resources between urban and rural areas in China has a long history. . . . .
& Yy analyze the theoretical basis of educational resource distribution,

and explore the reasons for the urban-rural educational gap in

China.
as the quality and quantity of teachers. With the rapid development . .
of the economy and the progress of society, the issue of fairness in 2.1 Current State of Domestic and International Research

This imbalance is not only reflected in material resources, such as
teaching facilities and equipment, but also in human resources, such

the distribution of educational resources has increasingly attracted Educational equity is a global issue, and different countries

the attention of the government and society. and regions are exploring how to achieve a fair distribution of
1.2 Research Significance educational resources. Foreign research often analyzes educational

. . . . resource distribution issues from the perspectives of polic
Achieving a balanced distribution of educational resources is Persp PoHey

of great significance for promoting educational equity, improving
the overall quality of the nation, and promoting harmonious
social development. This study will help to understand the current
situation of educational resource distribution between urban and
rural areas in China, analyze existing problems, and propose
practical strategy recommendations.

formulation, economic investment, and social structure. For
example, developed countries ensure the fairness of educational
resources through legislation, while developing countries focus
more on increasing the total amount of educational resources and
optimizing the distribution mechanism. In China, scholars mainly
focus on the uneven distribution of educational resources between
urban and rural areas, unequal educational opportunities, and

45



= Ok FHE IR

Future Science Press

Education and Teaching Research 2024 Issue 3

regional differences in policy implementation.

2.2 Theories of Educational Resource Distribution

Theories of educational resource distribution provide
theoretical support and an analytical framework for research.
Classical theories include human capital theory, public choice
theory, and social capital theory, among others. Human capital
theory emphasizes the importance of education for economic
growth, public choice theory focuses on the balance of interests
in the policy-making process, and social capital theory analyzes
the impact of social networks on the acquisition of educational
resources. These theories provide a multi-dimensional perspective
for understanding the complexity of educational resource
distribution.

2.3 Analysis of the Causes of Urban-Rural Educational Gap

The urban-rural educational gap is a complex phenomenon
influenced by multiple factors. Economic factors, such as regional
economic development levels and family income differences,
directly affect the accessibility of educational resources. Policy
factors, including educational investment policies and teacher
allocation policies, determine the distribution pattern of educational
resources between urban and rural areas. Sociocultural factors, such
as the emphasis on education and educational concepts, also affect
the formation and development of the urban-rural educational gap
to a certain extent.

By combing through existing literature, this study will
construct a comprehensive analytical framework to explore effective
strategies for the balanced distribution of educational resources
between urban and rural areas in China.

3. Research Methodology

This study aims to explore strategies for the balanced
distribution of educational resources in urban and rural areas of
China through a scientifically rigorous methodology. The following
provides specific details on the research design, data collection, and
data analysis methods.

3.1 Research Design

This study is designed to explore strategies for the balanced
distribution of educational resources in urban and rural areas of
China, adopting a mixed-methods research design that combines
the strengths of quantitative and qualitative research to gain a more
comprehensive and in-depth understanding.

3.1.1 Research Framework

The research framework is based on the principles of fairness
in educational resource distribution and will analyze from the
following dimensions: accessibility of resources, quality of
resources, and efficiency of resource use. This will help us to fully
understand the current situation and differences in the distribution
of educational resources between urban and rural areas.

3.1.2 Methodological Choice

The mixed-methods research design is chosen because it
can provide richer data and a more comprehensive perspective.
Quantitative research will provide quantifiable data to help
us understand the scale and patterns of resource distribution;
qualitative research can delve into the complex factors affecting
resource distribution.
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3.1.3 Type of Research

This study is an applied research aimed at solving practical
problems and providing specific strategic recommendations. The
research will use a cross-sectional research design, collecting data
at a specific time point to reflect the current state of educational
resource distribution between urban and rural areas.

3.1.4 Research Process

The research process is divided into the following stages:

Preliminary exploration: Through literature review and
preliminary interviews, key research questions and conceptual
frameworks are established.

Questionnaire design: Based on the research framework and
results of preliminary exploration, a questionnaire is designed to
collect data on the distribution of educational resources in urban
and rural schools.

In-depth interviews: Key participants are selected for in-depth
interviews to gain deeper insights and experiences.

Policy document analysis: Relevant educational policy
documents are collected and analyzed to understand the impact of
policies on resource distribution.

Case study selection: Representative urban and rural schools
are selected as cases for in-depth analysis.

Data collection and analysis: After data collection, statistical
software is used for quantitative data analysis, and qualitative data
is analyzed through content analysis.

3.1.5 Research Ethics

Throughout the research process, research ethics will be
strictly adhered to, ensuring the privacy of participants and the
confidentiality of data. All participants will participate in the
research on the basis of informed consent.

Through this research design, this study expects to provide an
empirical basis and theoretical support for the strategies of balanced
distribution of educational resources between urban and rural areas
in China.

3.2 Data Collection

Data collection is a key step in the research process,
determining the reliability and validity of the research results.
This study will use a variety of methods and tools to collect data,
ensuring the comprehensiveness and depth of the research.

Questionnaire Survey

Designing a questionnaire is the main means of collecting
quantitative data. The questionnaire will include closed and
open questions to obtain quantitative data on the distribution of
educational resources in urban and rural schools and the subjective
views of participants. The questionnaire will be distributed to
teachers, students, parents, and educational administrators in urban
and rural schools to ensure the diversity and representativeness of
data sources.

In-depth Interviews

In-depth interviews will be used to collect qualitative
data to gain a deeper understanding of the complexity and
multidimensional factors affecting the distribution of educational
resources. Interviewees will include educational policymakers,
school administrators, teachers, and parents. Through semi-
structured interviews, researchers can gain profound insights and
personal experiences about educational resource distribution.

Policy Document Analysis
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Policy documents are an important source for understanding
the policy background and framework of educational resource
distribution. This study will collect and analyze educational policy
documents issued by national and local governments, including
educational development plans, financial budget reports, and
educational reform measures, to reveal the impact of policies on
resource distribution.

Case Study

Representative urban and rural schools are selected as cases
for in-depth analysis. Case studies will help researchers understand
the actual operation and effectiveness of educational resource
distribution in specific contexts. Through observation, interviews,
and document analysis, researchers can gain field experience and
empirical data on educational resource distribution.

Development and Testing of Data Collection Tools

To ensure the effectiveness and reliability of data collection
tools, questionnaires and interview guides will be pre-tested and
adjusted according to feedback. Pre-testing will help identify the
clarity of question statements, participants’ understanding and
reactions, and the feasibility of the data collection process.

Monitoring of the Data Collection Process

During the data collection process, researchers will closely
monitor the quality of data to ensure its accuracy and completeness.
This includes regular checks on the completion of questionnaires,
the quality of interview recordings, and the progress of policy
document collection.

Recruitment and Participation of Participants

Participants will be recruited through various channels,
including schools, community organizations, and online social
media. Researchers will provide detailed research information to
participants, ensuring they fully understand the purpose and process
of the research and participate on the basis of informed consent.

Through the above methods, this study will collect rich,
diverse, and high-quality data, providing a solid foundation for
analysis and discussion.

3.3 Data Analysis Methods

Data analysis is a key step in the research process that
transforms raw data into meaningful information. This study will
use a variety of quantitative and qualitative analysis methods to
process and interpret the collected data.

Quantitative Data Analysis

Descriptive Statistical Analysis: First, descriptive statistics will
be used to outline the basic characteristics of the data, including
means, standard deviations, frequency distributions, etc., to provide
a preliminary understanding of the current state of educational
resource distribution.

Inferential Statistical Analysis: Further inferential statistical
methods, such as t-tests and analysis of variance (ANOVA), will be
used to explore the differences in educational resource distribution
among different groups.

Correlation Analysis: Pearson correlation coefficients or
Spearman rank correlations will be used to analyze linear or
nonlinear relationships between variables.

Regression Analysis: Linear or logistic regression models will
be applied to identify key factors affecting educational resource
distribution and assess the relative importance of these factors.

Qualitative Data Analysis

Content Analysis: Content analysis of interview records, policy
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documents, and case study text data to identify themes, patterns,
and categories.

Thematic Analysis: Understanding participants’ views and
experiences on educational resource distribution by identifying,
analyzing, and reporting themes in the data.

Narrative Analysis: Analyzing participants’ narratives to reveal
their personal understanding and feelings about the context of
educational resource distribution.

Mixed-methods Data Analysis

Triangulation: Combining quantitative and qualitative analysis
results for triangulation to enhance the credibility and depth of the
research.

Data Integration: In the final stage of analysis, quantitative and
qualitative data are integrated to provide a more comprehensive
perspective and in-depth interpretation.

Data Analysis Software

Statistical software such as SPSS, Stata, or R will be used
for quantitative data analysis, utilizing their advanced functions to
perform complex statistical tests and model construction.

For qualitative data analysis, software such as NVivo or Atlas.
ti will be used to organize, code, and analyze text data.

Ethics and Quality Control in Data Analysis

Throughout the data analysis process, strict ethical guidelines
will be followed to ensure the confidentiality of data and the
anonymity of participants.

Double coding and analysis of data will be conducted to ensure
the reliability and validity of the results.

Through the above methods, this study expects to gain an in-
depth understanding of the current situation, problems, and potential
improvement strategies for the distribution of educational resources
between urban and rural areas in China.

4 Current Status Analysis

This section aims to analyze the current distribution of
educational resources in urban and rural areas of China through
empirical data and to explore the disparities.

4.1 Current Status of Educational Resources in Urban and

Rural Areas

This section will provide a detailed analysis of the current
situation of educational resources in urban and rural areas of China,
including teacher resources, material resources, and financial
investment, to reveal the imbalance in resource distribution.

Teacher Resources

Quantity: Urban schools typically have more teachers,
especially in key schools. Due to remote geographical locations and
poor living conditions, rural areas have relatively fewer teachers,
and there is a significant level of mobility.

Qualifications: Teachers in urban areas generally have higher
educational qualifications and richer teaching experience. Although
rural teachers are insufficient in numbers, there is also a gap in
qualifications, especially in terms of professional development and
training opportunities.

Professional Development: Teachers in urban areas have more
opportunities to participate in professional training and academic
exchanges, while rural teachers are limited by the lack of resources
and opportunities, making it difficult to improve their professional
standards.
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Material Resources

Infrastructure: Urban schools usually have modern teaching
buildings, laboratories, and sports facilities. In contrast, rural
schools have relatively backward infrastructure, and some schools
even lack basic classrooms and libraries.

Teaching Equipment: Urban schools can provide advanced
teaching equipment, such as multimedia classrooms and electronic
book resources. Rural schools are relatively lacking in teaching
equipment, affecting the quality of teaching and students’ learning
experience.

Library Resources: Urban school libraries have a rich
collection of books that can meet students’ diverse reading needs.
Rural schools have limited library resources, making it difficult to
provide sufficient reading materials.

Financial Investment

Educational Funds: There is a significant difference in
government financial investment in education between urban
and rural areas. Urban areas, due to higher levels of economic
development, can obtain more educational funds. Rural areas,
due to relatively lagging economic development, have relatively
insufficient educational funds.

Fund Distribution: Even within the limited educational funds,
there is an imbalance in distribution between urban and rural
areas. Urban schools can obtain more financial support, while rural
schools often face the problem of fund shortages.

Efficiency of Fund Use: Urban schools are more efficient in
the use of funds, being able to better convert funds into educational
resources. Rural schools, due to limitations in management level
and ability to access resources, have relatively lower efficiency in
the use of funds.

Case Analysis

Through case analysis of representative urban and rural
schools, this study further reveals the specific differences in
resource distribution. For example, key urban schools not only have
advantages in the number and qualifications of teachers but also
have richer teaching facilities and library resources. Rural schools,
on the other hand, face multiple difficulties such as teacher turnover,
outdated facilities, and insufficient funds.

Policy Impact

Although the government has introduced a series of policies
to promote the balanced distribution of educational resources, there
are still many challenges in the actual implementation process. The
implementation of policies varies in intensity and effectiveness
between urban and rural areas, further exacerbating the imbalance
in resource distribution.

Through an in-depth analysis of the current situation of
educational resources in urban and rural areas, this study provides
an important empirical basis for formulating effective strategies for
balanced distribution.

4.2 Empirical Analysis of Urban-Rural Educational Gap

Educational Opportunity Gap

According to PISA 2015 data, there is a significant gap in
academic performance between urban and rural schools in four
eastern provinces and cities of China (Beijing, Shanghai, Jiangsu,
Guangdong). The following is a comparison of the scores of
students in urban and rural schools in science, mathematics, and
reading literacy:
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. Urban School Rural School Gap
Subject .
Average Score Average Score (Points)
Science 536.60 480.00 56.60
Mathematics 537.63 486.00 51.63
Reading 540.85 485.00 55.85
Literacy

Teaching Resource Gap

According to data released by the Ministry of Education, there
is also a significant gap between urban and rural schools in terms
of teaching equipment and information technology infrastructure.
The following is a comparison of relevant data for urban and rural

primary and junior high schools in 2020:

. Urban Primary| Rural Primary o
Indicator School School Gap (%)
lue of Teachi
Value of Teaching 1809 1652 80.4%
Equipment (Yuan)
Number Of Computers
For Teaching (Per 100 11.8 11.9 -0.9%
Students)
Urban Junior | Rural Junior
Indicat Gap (%
fidieator High School | High School | %P (/®)
Value of Teachi
alue of feaching 2835 2541 77.0%
Equipment (Yuan)
Number of Computers
for Teaching (per 100 16.3 15.6 5.5%
students)

Teacher Resource Gap
Teacher resources are a key factor affecting the quality of

education. The following is a comparison of the qualification rate

of teachers and the proportion of teachers with specialized or higher
education in urban and rural kindergartens in 2020:

Indicator Urban Rural Gap
Kindergarten | Kindergarten | (%)
Teacher Qualification Rate 98.6% 97.8% 0.8%
Proportion of Teachers
with Specialized or Higher 85.0% 79.9% 5.1%
Education

Educational Investment Gap
The gap in educational investment directly affects the

distribution of educational resources and the quality of education.

The following is a comparison of per-student general public budget

educational business expenditure and public utility expenditure in

urban and rural compulsory education stages in 2020:

Urban Rural
Indicator Compulsory | Compulsory |Gap (%)
Education Education
Per-Student General
Public Budget 11178.71 11178.71 |-85.77%
Educational Business
Expenditure (Yuan)
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Urban Rural
Indicator Compulsory | Compulsory | Gap (%)
Education Education

Per-Student General
Public Budget Publi
HDIE BUdget PUBTC 2586.72 258672 |-48.37%
Utility Expenditure

(Yuan)

Case Analysis

Taking Kaili City in Guizhou Province as an example,
empirical studies have shown significant differences between
urban and rural schools in terms of educational funding, material
conditions, and teacher qualifications. The following is a
comparison of urban and rural schools in Kaili City:

Urban Rural
Indi Y
ndicator School School Gap (%)
Educational Funding (Yuan) | 15112.10 11178.71 |35.33%
Value of Teaching Equipment 2835 2541 R.87%
(Yuan)
Teacher Qualification Rate 98.6% 97.8% 0.8%

Conclusion

Through the analysis of the above data and tables, we can see
that there are significant differences in educational opportunities,
teaching resources, teacher resources, and educational investment
between urban and rural areas. These gaps not only affect
educational equity but also have an impact on the overall
development of society. To narrow the urban-rural educational
gap, it is necessary to start from multiple aspects such as policy,
resource allocation, and teacher training to promote the balanced
development of educational resources.

5 Strategy Research

This chapter aims to propose practical strategies to promote
the balanced distribution of educational resources between urban
and rural areas in China, providing specific implementation paths
and case studies.

5.1 Policy Recommendations

Increase financial investment: The government should increase
financial support for rural education to ensure the fair distribution
of educational funds. This can be achieved by increasing the
proportion of educational funds allocated to rural areas, adding
special subsidies for rural schools, and ensuring the basic
operational and developmental needs of rural schools.

Optimize resource allocation mechanisms: Establish a
scientific and rational mechanism for the allocation of educational
resources to ensure that resources are distributed according to
actual needs. This can be done by creating educational resource
sharing platforms to promote the sharing and exchange of resources
between urban and rural schools.

Improve teacher remuneration: Attract more excellent
teachers to work in rural areas by improving the salary and career
development opportunities of rural teachers. At the same time,
strengthen teacher training to enhance the professional level and
teaching ability of rural teachers.

Promote educational equity: Formulate and implement a series
of policies to promote educational equity, such as ensuring the
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enrollment opportunities for rural students, providing scholarships
and financial aid, to ensure that every child can enjoy fair
educational opportunities.

5.2 Implementation Strategies

Teacher mobility program: Implement a teacher exchange and
mobility program between urban and rural schools, encouraging
urban teachers to teach in rural schools, and providing rural teachers
with opportunities to learn and exchange in urban schools. This not
only helps to improve the teaching level of rural teachers but also
promotes the balanced distribution of educational resources.

Application of remote education technology: Utilize modern
information technology to promote remote education and online
teaching resources to narrow the digital divide in urban and rural
education. By establishing remote education platforms, provide
rural students with more diverse and high-quality educational
resources.

Community participation and support: Encourage community
participation in educational endeavors, through community
education projects and activities, to enhance the community’s
support and involvement in education. The community can provide
material and spiritual support to schools, helping to improve the
educational environment and conditions.

Monitoring and evaluation mechanism: Establish a
monitoring and evaluation mechanism for educational policies,
regularly assessing and providing feedback on the effectiveness of
educational resource distribution. Through scientific data collection
and analysis, identify problems in a timely manner and adjust
policies to ensure effective implementation.

5.3 Case Study

This section evaluates the effectiveness and limitations of
different strategies in narrowing the urban-rural educational gap
through specific case studies.

Successful Case: Educational Equity Development in Diqing
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan Province

Diqging Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province
has successfully narrowed the urban-rural educational gap by
implementing a series of innovative policies. The prefectural
government has carried out an “Education Poverty Alleviation”
project, which includes:

Increased educational investment: The prefectural government
has increased financial allocations to rural schools for infrastructure
construction and the updating of teaching equipment.

Teacher training and development: Implemented a teacher
professional development plan, providing regular training and
career opportunities to improve the teaching skills and knowledge
level of rural teachers.

Remote education technology: Utilized remote education
technology to provide rural schools with educational resources and
courses equivalent to those in urban schools.

The result of these measures is a significant improvement in
the teaching quality and academic performance of rural schools,
and a noticeable reduction in the educational gap between urban
and rural areas.

Unsuccessful Case: Challenges of a Rural Education
Development Plan in a Certain Province

In contrast, a certain province attempted to improve the rural
education situation by increasing educational funding, but due to
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a lack of effective management and supervision mechanisms, the
efficiency of fund use was low, and the actual effectiveness was
limited:

Uneven fund distribution: Although the total amount of
educational funds increased, some rural schools did not receive
the necessary financial support due to an opaque distribution
mechanism.

Poor resource management: Lack of tracking and evaluation
of the use of educational resources, leading to some schools not
effectively converting funds into improvements in educational
quality.

Teacher turnover issue: Due to insufficient remuneration
and career development opportunities in rural areas, excellent
teachers continued to move to cities, exacerbating the urban-rural
educational gap.

Lessons and Insights

From the above cases, we can draw the following lessons and
insights:

Scientific policy design: Policies to narrow the urban-
rural educational gap need to be based on sufficient research and
scientific design to ensure that policies can address actual problems.

Fairness in resource distribution: The distribution of
educational resources should be fair and transparent, ensuring that
every school can receive the necessary support.

Continuous supervision and evaluation: Establish an effective
supervision and evaluation mechanism to ensure that policies are
effectively implemented and problems are identified and resolved in
a timely manner.

Teacher career development: Value the career development
and remuneration of rural teachers, and attract and retain excellent
teachers by providing training and development opportunities.

6 Conclusion and Recommendations

This study has conducted an in-depth exploration of the current
situation, influencing factors, and strategies for the distribution
of educational resources between urban and rural areas in China,
aiming to provide an empirical basis and specific recommendations
for policymakers and educational practitioners.

6.1 Research Conclusions

Imbalance in educational resource allocation: There are
significant differences between urban and rural areas in terms of
teacher allocation, teaching facilities, and educational funding.
These differences have had adverse effects on the quality of
education and educational equity.

Gap between policy and implementation: Although the national
level has introduced a number of policies to promote educational
equity, there are still differences in the implementation process at

References

the local level, affecting the realization of policy effectiveness.

The profound impact of education on social development:
Educational disparities not only limit individual social mobility but
may also affect the overall progress and economic development of
society.

6.2 Policy Recommendations

Continue to increase investment in rural education: The
government should continue to increase investment in rural
education, especially in infrastructure, teaching equipment, and
teacher training.

Establish a dynamic resource allocation mechanism: A
dynamic educational resource allocation mechanism should be
established, which adjusts according to factors such as the number
of students and school conditions.

Improve the treatment and social status of rural teachers:
Enhance the attractiveness of the profession for rural teachers by
providing competitive salaries, career development paths, and
recognition mechanisms.

Promote the application of educational technology: Utilize
information technology, such as online education platforms, to
provide more diverse teaching resources and learning opportunities
for rural areas.

6.3 Research Limitations and Future Prospects

Research limitations: This study may have limitations in
sample selection and data collection. For example, the study may
not cover all regions comprehensively, and there may be temporal
biases in data collection.

Future research directions: Future research can further explore
the impact of different educational policies on specific groups, such
as ethnic minority students, left-behind children, etc., as well as the
psychosocial impacts of educational inequality.

Interdisciplinary research: Encourage interdisciplinary
research, combining theories and methods from fields such as
education, economics, and sociology, to comprehensively analyze
the causes and solutions of urban-rural educational disparities.

Policy evaluation and feedback mechanisms: It is
recommended to establish a more systematic policy evaluation and
feedback mechanism to ensure that policies can be adjusted in a
timely manner to adapt to new educational development needs.

Conclusion

This study emphasizes the importance of narrowing the
urban-rural educational gap and proposes a series of policy
recommendations based on empirical research. Through continuous
research and practice, we hope to promote the balanced distribution
of educational resources, improve the quality of education, and
achieve educational equity.
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