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Abstract: This research systematically explores regional cooperation and innovation in the economic management of the 
financial industry within the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA). It integrates theoretical frameworks, 
including regional financial cooperation, financial innovation, and regional economic management theories, to analyze the 
current status, challenges, and international experiences, while proposing targeted strategies. The GBA's financial industry 
exhibits a development pattern led by Hong Kong as an international financial center, with mainland cities showcasing 
distinct characteristics. Notable progress has been made in cross-border financial business, infrastructure integration, and 
regulatory coordination. However, cooperation is hindered by institutional disparities, market connectivity barriers, a shortage 
of innovative talent, and regulatory coordination challenges. Financial innovations in fintech, green finance, and cross-
border products face legal constraints, complex risk management, and low market acceptance, with insufficient integration 
into the real economy. Drawing insights from global bay areas (New York, San Francisco, Tokyo), the study recommends 
enhancing regional cooperation mechanisms (e.g., establishing unified coordination agencies and promoting infrastructure 
integration), deepening the integration of financial innovation with the real economy, and optimizing regulatory coordination. 
Specific measures include increasing fintech investment, innovating green financial products, cultivating multi-level talent 
systems, and establishing cross-border regulatory frameworks. While this research provides theoretical support for GBA's 
financial development, it acknowledges limitations in data timeliness, interdisciplinary integration, and quantitative analysis. 
Future research should focus on dynamic policy tracking, quantitative evaluation models, interdisciplinary technology-law-
finance coordination, and micro-level case studies to refine policy recommendations and enhance international comparative 
perspectives.
Keywords: Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area; Financial Industry; Regional Cooperation; Financial Innovation; 
Economic Management; Regulatory Coordination

1 Introduction

1.1 Research Background and Significance

1.1.1 Research Background

With the rapid development of information technology, we 
have entered a data-driven platform society. In this era, online 
platforms have brought enormous economic benefits and convenient 
lifestyles to people, with various online applications penetrating 
all aspects of life. As the user group that uses online platforms and 
their applications most frequently, college students exhibit a strong 
dependence on online platforms, a high capacity to accept various 
new technological forms, and a strong desire to share on online 
platforms. However, this has also made this group the primary 
victims of platform privacy leaks. Although college students have 
learned numerous data retrieval methods, they rarely actively 
or passively consider the potential negative impacts of these 
technologies, often not fully understanding how their current online 
activities may affect their future lives.

From a societal perspective, the delicate balance between 

privacy and security has garnered increasing attention, with privacy 
literacy becoming an endogenous driving force for addressing 
privacy and security issues in the big data era. Foreign universities 
have been carrying out privacy literacy education practices in 
increasingly open and multi-modal ways, and researchers and 
policymakers have consistently advocated integrating privacy 
into information literacy education to help learners understand the 
impact of digital activities on privacy. In China, however, privacy-
centered educational activities are rarely conducted. Against 
this backdrop, researching privacy literacy education for college 
students is of great practical urgency.
1.1.2 Theoretical Significance

First, it helps enrich the theoretical system of privacy literacy 
education. Currently, theoretical research on privacy literacy 
education for college students in China is relatively scarce. Through 
in-depth analysis of the content and methods of college students' 
privacy literacy education, this study can fill this theoretical gap 
and provide a theoretical foundation and reference for subsequent 
related research.
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Second, it promotes interdisciplinary theoretical integration. 
Privacy literacy involves multiple fields such as law, technology, 
ethics, and governance. Research on its education can drive the 
integration and application of theories from these disciplines in the 
field of education, injecting new vitality into the development of 
educational theories. For example, the application of theories such 
as the Access/Control Theory, Communication Privacy Management 
Theory, and Risk Management Theory in privacy literacy education 
will further expand the application scope and depth of educational 
theories.
1.1.3 Practical Significance

For college students as individuals, carrying out privacy 
literacy education can help them enhance their awareness of privacy 
protection and master privacy protection skills, thereby better 
safeguarding their own privacy and security, avoiding adverse 
consequences such as fraud and information abuse caused by 
privacy leaks, and enabling them to study and live more safely and 
healthily in online environments.

From the perspective of higher education, exploring and 
constructing a content framework for college students' privacy 
literacy education helps universities clarify educational objectives 
and content, formulate scientific and reasonable educational plans, 
carry out targeted educational activities, and further improve the 
comprehensive quality education system in universities.

From a societal perspective, enhancing college students' 
privacy literacy helps create a healthy and safe online environment, 
boosts societal attention to privacy protection, drives the sound 
development of cyberspace governance, and contributes to building 
a harmonious and stable social environment.

1.2 Research Objectives and Methods

1.2.1 Research Objectives

This study aims to gain an in-depth understanding of the 
current status of college students' privacy literacy, construct a 
scientific and reasonable content framework for college students' 
privacy literacy education, and propose practical educational 
implementation suggestions. Specifically, through systematic 
research, this study will clarify college students' literacy levels 
in privacy awareness, knowledge, skills, and ethics; analyze the 
problems and shortcomings in current privacy literacy education 
in colleges and universities; construct an educational content 
framework including module layers, content layers, and context 
layers based on relevant theories and practical research; and provide 
specific suggestions on teaching forms, methods, and evaluation 
methods for colleges and universities to carry out privacy literacy 
education in combination with actual university conditions, so as to 
improve the quality and effectiveness of privacy literacy education 
for college students.
1.2.2 Research Methods

Literature Research Method: By sorting and analyzing relevant 
literature on privacy literacy, privacy literacy education, Access/
Control Theory, Communication Privacy Management Theory, 
Risk Management Theory, and modular teaching theory, this study 
establishes a solid theoretical foundation, clarifies the theoretical 
basis and research direction, understands the research achievements 
and shortcomings of predecessors in this field, avoids repetitive 
research, and provides theoretical support for subsequent research.

Online Research Method: On the one hand, it investigates 
and analyzes the privacy policies of online platforms to explore 
the requirements of platform privacy protection environments 
for college students' adaptation to social life, extracts the content 
elements of privacy literacy education from privacy policies, 
and provides ideas and a basis for questionnaire item design; on 
the other hand, it collects and analyzes the practical situations of 
privacy literacy education in domestic and foreign universities, 
summarizes the content elements of privacy literacy education 
in university privacy literacy education activities, learns from 
successful experiences, and provides practical references for 
constructing a content framework for privacy literacy education in 
Chinese universities.

Questionnaire Survey Method: Designing scientific and 
reasonable questionnaires to investigate and analyze the current 
status of college students' privacy literacy and their expectations 
for privacy literacy education in colleges and universities. 
Through large-scale data collection, this study understands college 
students' actual situations in privacy sensitivity, mastery of privacy 
knowledge, and application of privacy protection skills, as well 
as their expectations for the content and forms of privacy literacy 
education in colleges and universities, thereby extracting the 
content elements of privacy literacy that need to be improved in 
college students' social life practice scenarios, making the research 
more targeted and realistically meaningful.
1.2.3 Research Innovations

This study is innovative in constructing a content framework 
for college students' privacy literacy education. At the module layer, 
it is divided into four modules: awareness cultivation, knowledge 
learning, skill training, and ethics cultivation, comprehensively 
covering multiple dimensions of privacy literacy education, with 
interrelated and progressive relationships among the modules. The 
content layer is further refined into 24 low-level modules, such as 
privacy sensitivity and the importance of privacy in the awareness 
cultivation module, making the educational content more specific 
and clear. The context layer includes institutional relationship 
contexts, commercial relationship contexts, and interpersonal 
relationship contexts, fully considering the privacy literacy needs of 
college students in different life scenarios, making the educational 
content more relevant to real life and enhancing the practicality 
and pertinence of education. This layered educational content 
framework is more systematic, comprehensive, and operable than 
previous studies, providing a clearer and more practical guide for 
colleges and universities to carry out privacy literacy education.

1.3 Research Content and Framework

1.3.1 Research Content

This study will deeply explore various aspects of privacy 
literacy education for college students. First, it will conduct a 
comprehensive survey of the current status of college students' 
privacy literacy, including their privacy awareness, privacy 
knowledge reserves, privacy protection skills, and privacy ethics, 
and analyze existing problems. Second, based on relevant theories 
and online research, it will analyze the practices of privacy literacy 
education in domestic and foreign universities, summarizing 
successful experiences and shortcomings. Third, it will construct a 
content framework for college students' privacy literacy education, 
elaborating on the specific contents and interrelationships of 
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the module layer, content layer, and context layer. Fourth, in 
combination with actual university conditions, it will propose 
practical implementation suggestions for privacy literacy education, 
including teaching forms, methods, and evaluation methods, to 
ensure the effective implementation of educational content.
1.3.2 Research Framework

This study begins with the introduction section, elaborating 
on the research background, significance, objectives, methods, and 
innovations, laying the foundation for subsequent research. It then 
proceeds to the literature review, sorting out the research status of 
privacy literacy education at home and abroad to clarify the starting 
point of the research. Following that, it conducts a current status 
survey, using questionnaire surveys and other methods to obtain 
data on the current status of college students' privacy literacy. 
Based on the analysis of the current status, it constructs a content 
framework for college students' privacy literacy education based on 
theoretical and practical research. Finally, it proposes corresponding 
implementation suggestions based on the constructed framework, 
summarizes and prospects the research, and considers potential 
future research directions and improvement measures. The entire 
research framework is logically clear and progressive, aiming to 
comprehensively and systematically study the issue of privacy 
literacy education for college students and provide strong support 
for colleges and universities to carry out related education.

2 Theoretical Foundations for Regional 
Cooperation and Innovation in Economic 

Management of the Financial Industry 
in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 

Greater Bay Area

2.1 Theories of Regional Financial Cooperation

2.1.1 Financial Integration Theory

The financial integration theory emphasizes the free flow 
and optimal allocation of financial resources among different 
regions within a specific area by eliminating various barriers in 
financial markets, so as to achieve the integration and collaborative 
development of financial markets. At the macro level, financial 
regulations and supervisory policies of countries or regions within 
the region gradually converge, reducing market segmentation 
caused by policy differences. For example, during the process of 
promoting financial integration, the European Union has formulated 
a series of unified financial supervisory directives and regulations, 
enabling smoother transactions and cooperation among financial 
markets of member states. In the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area, financial integration aims to break down the 
barriers between the financial markets of the Chinese mainland and 
Hong Kong and Macao, achieving efficient circulation of factors 
such as capital, financial institutions, and financial talent. On the 
one hand, it is conducive to improving the allocation efficiency 
of financial resources, allowing capital to flow to regions and 
projects with the most potential and returns; on the other hand, it 
can enhance the overall financial competitiveness by integrating 
financial markets, expanding market scale, and better coping with 
fluctuations and challenges in international financial markets.
2.1.2 Theory of Coordinated Regional Financial Development

The theory of coordinated regional financial development 

focuses on the balance and complementarity of financial 
development among different regions within a region. It holds that 
due to differences in economic foundations, industrial structures, 
and financial ecosystems, the levels of financial development in 
various regions are not the same. Therefore, it is necessary to 
promote the coordinated development of regional finance through 
policy guidance, resource allocation and other means. In the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, Hong Kong, 
as an international financial center, boasts a highly developed 
financial market and a wide range of financial products, while the 
financial development of some mainland cities is relatively lagging 
behind. The theory of coordinated regional financial development 
emphasizes leveraging Hong Kong's financial advantages to drive 
the financial development of other cities in the Greater Bay Area, 
such as by exporting financial technologies, exchanging talents, and 
carrying out business cooperation to improve the service levels and 
innovation capabilities of financial institutions in mainland cities. 
At the same time, mainland cities can provide a broader hinterland 
and real economy support for Hong Kong's financial market, 
forming a good situation of complementary development. In 
addition, coordinated regional financial development also includes 
coordination of financial supervision to avoid regulatory arbitrage 
and other issues caused by regulatory differences and ensure the 
stable operation of financial markets.

2.2 Theories of Financial Innovation

2.2.1 Application of Schumpeter's Innovation Theory in the 
Financial Sector

Schumpeter's innovation theory holds that innovation is a 
new combination of production factors, including introducing 
new products, adopting new production methods, opening up 
new markets, discovering new sources of raw materials, and 
creating new organizational forms. This theory also has important 
application value in the financial sector. For example, financial 
product innovation is an embodiment of introducing new products. 
The emergence of asset securitization products converts illiquid 
assets into securities tradable in financial markets, providing 
new investment options for investors and new approaches for 
financial institutions to optimize their asset-liability structures. 
The innovation of new financial business models belongs to 
adopting new production methods. The rise of internet finance, for 
instance, conducts financial business through internet technology, 
breaking the time and space limitations of traditional financial 
business and improving the efficiency and coverage of financial 
services. In the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, 
financial institutions can draw on Schumpeter's innovation theory, 
combine the characteristics and needs of the Greater Bay Area, and 
continuously launch new financial products and services, such as 
cross-border wealth management connection and other innovative 
businesses, to meet the growing cross-border financial needs of 
residents and enterprises in the Greater Bay Area.
2.2.2 Dynamism Mechanism of Financial Innovation

The dynamism mechanism of financial innovation mainly 
includes demand-driven and supply-driven aspects. From the 
demand side, with economic development, the demand for financial 
services from enterprises and residents has become increasingly 
diversified and personalized. In the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area, frequent cross-border investment and 
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trade activities of enterprises have put forward higher requirements 
for cross-border financing, risk management, and other financial 
services; the growth of residents' wealth has increased the demand 
for cross-border wealth management, insurance, and other services. 
Such changes in demand have prompted financial institutions to 
innovate to meet market needs. From the supply side, competitive 
pressures among financial institutions and technological progress 
are important forces driving financial innovation. To stand out in 
market competition, financial institutions continuously develop new 
financial products and services and improve service quality and 
efficiency. At the same time, the rapid development of information 
technology, big data, blockchain, and other technologies has 
provided technical support for financial innovation, enabling 
financial institutions to develop more complex and efficient 
financial products and service models. For example, blockchain-
based cross-border payment systems can improve the security and 
efficiency of payments.

2.3 Theories of Regional Economic Management

2.3.1 Theory of Coordinated Regional Economic Development

The theory of coordinated regional economic development 
emphasizes the collaborative progress of regional economies 
through industrial division of labor, resource sharing, factor 
mobility, and other means within a region. In the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, different cities have 
different industrial advantages, such as Hong Kong's finance, 
trade, and shipping services, Shenzhen's technology innovation 
industry, and Guangzhou's comprehensive industries. The theory 
of coordinated regional economic development guides cities in 
the Greater Bay Area to clarify their industrial positioning based 
on their own advantages, avoid industrial isomorphism, and 
achieve complementary industrial development. For example, 
through the extension and integration of industrial chains, 
combining Hong Kong's financial services with Shenzhen's 
technology innovation enterprises can provide financing support for 
technology enterprises, promote the transformation of technological 
achievements, and achieve the coordinated development of finance 
and technology industries. At the same time, coordinated regional 
economic development also involves coordination in infrastructure, 
public services, and other aspects. For example, the interconnected 
transportation infrastructure within the Greater Bay Area is 
conducive to reducing logistics costs, promoting factor mobility, 
and further driving coordinated regional economic development.
2.3.2 Influence of Regional Economic Policies on the Financial 
Industry

Regional economic policies are a series of policy measures 
formulated by the government to promote regional economic 
development, which have an important impact on the financial 
industry. Positive regional economic policies, such as industrial 
support policies and tax incentives, can guide financial resources to 
gather in specific industries and regions. In the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, government policies supporting 
the development of technology innovation industries have attracted 
financial institutions to increase financial support such as credit 
investment and venture capital for technology enterprises, driving 
the development of technology finance. Regional planning policies 
in regional economic policies clarify the functional positioning 
and development directions of different regions, influencing the 

layout and business development of financial institutions. For 
example, if certain areas in the Greater Bay Area are planned as 
financial innovation demonstration zones, they will attract more 
financial institutions to establish innovative business departments 
there and carry out financial innovation pilots. In addition, regional 
economic policies will also affect the expectations of financial 
markets, thereby influencing the prices of financial assets and the 
flow of funds, having a far-reaching impact on the stability and 
development of the financial industry.

3 Current Development Status of the 
Financial Industry and Foundation for 

Regional Cooperation in the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area

3.1 Current Development Status of the Financial Industry in 
the Greater Bay Area

3.1.1 Current Status of the Banking Industry

The banking industry in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area exhibits diverse and large-scale development 
characteristics. As an international financial center, Hong Kong's 
banking industry is highly internationalized, hosting numerous Asia-
Pacific headquarters or branches of foreign banks, with significant 
advantages in international credit, trade financing, and other fields. 
Its banking system features mature regulation, close integration 
with international financial markets, and the ability to provide 
comprehensive and multi-level financial services, particularly rich 
experience in cross-border financial operations.

Guangzhou and Shenzhen, as important regional financial 
centers in the Greater Bay Area, have seen rapid development 
in their banking industries. Guangzhou's banking sector plays 
a key role in supporting local real economy and infrastructure 
construction, with a wide range of state-owned banks, joint-stock 
banks, and local banks established there, offering extensive service 
coverage. Shenzhen's banking industry is deeply integrated with 
technology innovation industries. Aiming at the financing needs of 
high-tech enterprises, it has innovatively launched various financial 
products and service models, such as intellectual property pledge 
loans, which have strongly promoted the development of local 
high-tech industries. Meanwhile, the banking industries in other 
Pearl River Delta cities are also growing continuously, actively 
serving local manufacturing industries and small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs), providing strong financial support for regional 
economic growth. However, studies indicate that the banking 
industry in the Greater Bay Area has a problem of relatively 
excessive agglomeration, which may exert a certain inhibitory effect 
on economic development. This might be due to overly intense 
competition in some regions, leading to reduced resource allocation 
efficiency and excessive concentration of credit distribution.
3.1.2 Current Status of the Securities Industry

The securities industry in the Greater Bay Area holds an 
important position in global capital markets. The Hong Kong Stock 
Exchange is one of the world's major securities trading centers, 
with a market capitalization ranking among the top globally.It has 
mature trading rules, a sound regulatory system, and a rich variety 
of financial products, including stocks, bonds, and derivatives. 
These features attract large numbers of international enterprises to 
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list and raise funds, while providing diversified investment options 
for global investors.

The Shenzhen Stock Exchange (SZSE) is also highly 
influential, particularly in the growth enterprise market (GEM) 
and small and medium enterprise board (SME Board). Focused 
on innovative and growth-oriented enterprises, SZSE provides 
convenient financing channels for these companies, promoting the 
transformation of scientific and technological achievements and 
the development of innovation and entrepreneurship enterprises. 
In recent years, SZSE has continuously advanced reform and 
innovation, such as the registration system reform for the 
GEM, further enhancing market inclusiveness and adaptability. 
Additionally, securities companies in the Greater Bay Area have 
been expanding their business scope. Beyond traditional brokerage 
and underwriting services, they have made progress in asset 
management, investment consulting, and other fields, offering more 
diverse financial services to investors.
3.1.3 Current Status of the Insurance Industry

The development level of the insurance industry in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area has been rising 
amid fluctuations. From a regional perspective, it shows a pattern 
where Hong Kong, Macao, and Guangzhou lead the eastern, 
central, and western parts of the Greater Bay Area as single-core 
hubs. Among the Pearl River Delta cities, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, 
and Zhuhai lead the three economic circles of Guangfozhao, 
Shenzhen-Dongguan-Huizhou, and Zhuhai-Zhongshan-Jiangmen. 
Hong Kong's insurance industry has a long history and high 
internationalization level, with advanced technologies and 
experience in risk management and reinsurance, as well as a rich 
variety of products to meet the needs of different customer groups. 
Macao's insurance industry relies on characteristic industries such 
as gaming, with certain specialties in related insurance businesses.

In mainland cities, Guangzhou and Shenzhen have seen 
rapid development in their insurance industries, with continuously 
expanding market scales. As residents' income levels rise and risk 
awareness increases, the demand for various insurance products 
has grown, driving the development of local insurance industries. 
Meanwhile, insurance companies have been making continuous 
efforts in product innovation and service improvement, such as 
launching technology insurance products for technology innovation 
enterprises to provide risk protection for R&D, production, and 
other links. Additionally, the insurance intermediary market in the 
Greater Bay Area is gradually developing, providing more channels 
for the sales and service of insurance products.

3.2 Foundation for Financial Regional Cooperation in the 
Greater Bay Area

3.2.1 Geographical and Economic Links

The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area enjoys 
a superior geographical location, with the Pearl River Estuary as its 
core and cities closely connected. Hong Kong, Macao, and mainland 
cities like Guangzhou and Shenzhen are geographically close and 
have convenient transportation. With the completion and opening 
of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge and the improvement of 
a series of transportation infrastructure, the time-space distance 
within the region has been further shortened, providing favorable 
geographical conditions for financial cooperation.

In terms of economic ties, the Greater Bay Area has strong 

industrial complementarity. Hong Kong, as an international 
financial, trade, and shipping center, has advanced service 
industries and an international market network; Macao has unique 
characteristics in tourism, gaming, and other fields; Guangdong 
Province is a manufacturing powerhouse with a complete industrial 
system. These differences in industrial structure have created close 
economic links within the region, with increasing demand for 
financial services in cross-border investment, trade, and other areas, 
thus providing a solid economic foundation for financial regional 
cooperation. For example, Hong Kong's financial institutions 
can provide financing support and risk management services for 
overseas investments and mergers and acquisitions by Guangdong's 
manufacturing enterprises; Guangdong's manufacturing enterprises, 
in turn, offer broad business development opportunities for Hong 
Kong's financial institutions.
3.2.2 Policy Support and Cooperation Frameworks

The state attaches great importance to the construction 
of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area and 
has introduced a series of policies to support financial regional 
cooperation. The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area 
Development Plan Outline clearly states the need to strengthen 
infrastructure connectivity and steadily advance financial market 
connectivity in the Greater Bay Area, bringing significant 
opportunities for the development of the financial industry and 
financial service innovation. Relevant policies encourage financial 
institutions to establish cross-border branches and carry out cross-
border business innovations, providing policy guarantees for 
financial cooperation.

At the same time, the governments of Guangdong, Hong Kong, 
and Macao have actively built cooperation frameworks, promoting 
exchanges and cooperation in the financial sector through a series 
of signed cooperation agreements. For example, in financial 
regulatory coordination, they have strengthened information 
sharing and regulatory collaboration to jointly prevent financial 
risks; in financial talent training, they have carried out cooperation 
projects to facilitate cross-border mobility and exchanges of 
financial professionals. These policy supports and cooperation 
frameworks provide a strong institutional foundation for financial 
regional cooperation in the Greater Bay Area, guiding the rational 
allocation of financial resources within the region and promoting 
the collaborative development of financial markets.
3.2.3 Analysis of Financial Market Complementarity

Financial markets within the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area exhibit obvious complementarity. Hong Kong's 
financial market has a high degree of internationalization, with 
leading advantages in international financial services and financial 
innovation; Macao has accumulated experience in characteristic 
financial services; while the mainland financial market is large-
scale, with rich customer resources and broad market space. 
For example, Hong Kong's financial institutions have extensive 
experience in cross-border asset management and international 
merger and acquisition financing, capable of providing professional 
services for mainland enterprises "going global"; mainland financial 
institutions can leverage Hong Kong's international financial 
platform to expand international business and enhance their 
internationalization level.

In terms of financial products, Hong Kong has a rich financial 
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derivatives market to meet investors' diverse risk management 
needs; mainland financial markets excel in inclusive financial 
products and credit products supporting the real economy. 
This complementarity in financial markets enables financial 
institutions in the Greater Bay Area to achieve resource sharing and 
complementary advantages through cooperation, jointly developing 
innovative financial products and services to meet the needs of 
different customer groups, enhancing the overall competitiveness 
of the Greater Bay Area's financial markets, and promoting 
coordinated regional economic development.

4 Current Status and Challenges of 
Regional Cooperation in Economic 

Management of the Financial Industry in 
the Greater Bay Area

4.1 Current Status of Financial  Industry Regional 
Cooperation

4.1.1 Cross-Border Financial Business Cooperation

With the advancement of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area construction, significant progress has been made 
in cross-border financial business cooperation. In trade settlement, 
the scale of cross-border RMB use has continuously expanded, 
providing more convenient and low-cost settlement methods for 
cross-border trade by enterprises in the Greater Bay Area and 
reducing exchange rate risks. For example, as an international 
financial center, Hong Kong has increasingly close cooperation 
with mainland cities in trade settlement, with many Hong Kong 
financial institutions providing cross-border RMB settlement 
services to mainland enterprises and supporting their expansion 
into overseas markets. Meanwhile, cross-border investment and 
financing businesses have gradually been liberalized, making it 
more convenient for mainland enterprises to raise funds through 
Hong Kong's capital markets, and providing more channels for 
Hong Kong's capital to flow into high-quality mainland projects. 
For instance, the launch of the Shenzhen-Hong Kong Stock Connect 
has allowed investors in both regions to trade stocks in each other's 
markets, promoting cross-border capital flows and connectivity of 
capital markets. Additionally, in cross-border insurance business, 
insurance institutions in the Greater Bay Area are actively exploring 
cooperation to provide cross-border insurance services for residents, 
meeting the insurance needs of Greater Bay Area residents in cross-
border work, life, and other aspects.
4.1.2 Financial Infrastructure Cooperation

Cooperation in financial infrastructure is a key pillar of 
financial integration in the Greater Bay Area. In the field of 
payment and clearing, a certain level of connectivity has been 
achieved within the Greater Bay Area. For example, payment 
and clearing institutions such as UnionPay and NetsUnion have 
established extensive networks in the Greater Bay Area, supporting 
various payment scenarios and improving payment efficiency. 
Meanwhile, the introduction of innovative mechanisms like the 
Cross-Border Wealth Management Connect (CWMC) also relies 
on coordination of financial infrastructure. To enable cross-border 
fund flows and investment transactions under the CWMC, relevant 
financial institutions have closely collaborated in account systems, 
fund custody, transaction clearing, and other aspects, establishing 

an infrastructure framework adapted to cross-border wealth 
management needs. Furthermore, cooperation in securities trading 
infrastructure is also being explored, such as enhanced collaboration 
between the Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing (HKEX) and 
SZSE in technical systems and trading rules, laying the foundation 
for further integration of the two regions' capital markets.
4.1.3 Financial Regulatory Cooperation

To ensure the stable development of financial cooperation in 
the Greater Bay Area, financial regulatory cooperation is gradually 
advancing. Financial regulatory authorities in the mainland, 
Hong Kong, and Macao have established regular communication 
mechanisms to exchange views on topics such as financial market 
development and risk prevention. For example, during cross-border 
financial business innovation pilots, regulators jointly discuss 
the adaptability of regulatory policies to ensure that innovative 
businesses are carried out under controllable risks. At the same 
time, in combating financial crimes, the three regions' regulatory 
authorities have strengthened coordination, information sharing, 
and joint law enforcement to maintain order in the Greater Bay 
Area's financial markets. Additionally, efforts are being made to 
gradually align financial standards, reducing cooperation barriers 
caused by standard differences and promoting fair competition and 
healthy development of financial markets.

4.2 Challenges in Financial Industry Regional Cooperation

4.2.1 Institutional Differences and Policy Coordination 
Difficulties

The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area has 
different social systems and legal frameworks, posing institutional 
challenges to financial industry regional cooperation. Hong 
Kong and Macao practice the capitalist system, with significant 
differences from the mainland in financial regulation, tax policies, 
market access, and other aspects. For example, Hong Kong's 
financial regulatory system emphasizes international rules and 
practices, while mainland financial regulation must combine 
international standards with the characteristics of domestic financial 
markets and macroeconomic control needs. These differences 
make policy coordination highly challenging, such as difficulties 
in unifying cross-border financial business approval processes and 
regulatory requirements, increasing the cost and complexity for 
financial institutions to carry out cross-border operations. Moreover, 
differences in tax policies affect the rational allocation of financial 
resources. For instance, detailed differences in tax agreements 
on dividends and interest between the mainland and Hong Kong 
impact the efficiency of cross-border capital flows and investment 
returns, hindering deep integration of financial markets.
4.2.2 Barriers to Financial Market Connectivity

Despite progress in financial market connectivity, some 
barriers remain. On one hand, differences in trading rules and 
market mechanisms limit market integration. Hong Kong's 
securities market differs from the mainland's in trading hours, 
price limit rules, information disclosure, and other aspects, 
requiring investors to adapt to different rules when making cross-
border investments, increasing investment difficulties and risks. 
On the other hand, differences in financial products also hinder 
connectivity. For example, Hong Kong's financial market has a 
rich variety of financial derivatives, while the mainland's financial 
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derivatives market is relatively underdeveloped, with limited 
product types and trading volumes, making it difficult for investors 
to achieve diversified investment portfolios in cross-border asset 
allocation. Additionally, restrictions on cross-border capital flows 
still exist. Although some business areas have been liberalized, 
overall free cross-border capital movement remains constrained, 
affecting the efficiency of financial market resource allocation.
4.2.3 Shortage of Financial Innovation Talent

The development of the financial industry relies on innovation, 
and the key to innovation is talent. Although the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area has a relatively developed financial 
industry, the shortage of financial innovation talent is prominent. On 
one hand, financial innovation requires interdisciplinary talent who 
understand both financial operations and technological applications. 
Currently, the training system for such talent in the Greater Bay 
Area is imperfect, with a certain disconnect between curriculum 
design and practical teaching in universities and vocational 
education institutions and market needs, resulting in graduates 
being unable to meet the actual demands of financial innovation. On 
the other hand, due to differences in talent policies, living costs, and 
other factors among cities in the Greater Bay Area, there is a lack 
of a unified coordination mechanism for attracting and retaining 
financial innovation talent, leading to unsmooth talent flow 
within the region and affecting the optimal allocation of financial 
innovation resources. Furthermore, compared with international 
financial centers like New York and London, the Greater Bay Area's 
competitiveness in attracting top global financial innovation talent 
is still insufficient, limiting the internationalization level of financial 
innovation.
4.2.4 Challenges in Financial Regulatory Coordination

Although financial regulatory cooperation has commenced, 
practical operations still face coordination challenges. First, the 
information sharing mechanism among regulatory authorities needs 
improvement. Despite the establishment of regular communication 
mechanisms,  there are  shortcomings in  the t imeliness , 
comprehensiveness, and accuracy of information, making it difficult 
for regulators to obtain sufficient information in a timely manner 
to make accurate decisions when addressing cross-border financial 
risks. Second, differences in regulatory standards persist. The three 
regions have different regulatory standards for financial institution 
establishment, business norms, risk assessment, etc., requiring 
financial institutions to meet different regulatory requirements 
when conducting cross-border operations, increasing compliance 
costs. Additionally, in the regulation of cross-border financial 
innovations, the complexity and rapid changes of innovative 
businesses challenge the collaborative regulatory capabilities of 
authorities, prone to regulatory gaps or overlaps that affect the 
stable development of financial markets.

5 Analysis of Innovative Development in 
the Financial Industry of the Guangdong-

Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area

5.1 Current Status of Financial Innovation Development

5.1.1 Practices in Fintech Innovation

As a key engine of China's economic development, the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area has made 

remarkable progress in fintech innovation. Fintech has become a 
new engine for economic growth and a critical element in building 
an international technology innovation center in the Greater Bay 
Area.

In practice, fintech has promoted both technological innovation 
and financial innovation itself. For example, many financial 
institutions actively collaborate with tech enterprises to provide 
funding support for R&D, production, and market expansion 
through the development of new financial products and service 
models. Some banks have launched intellectual property (IP) pledge 
loans for tech SMEs, helping enterprises convert intangible IP into 
fundable assets and solving financing challenges caused by the 
lack of traditional collateral. On the other hand, fintech has driven 
major transformations in financial markets, institutions, and service 
delivery models. Next-generation fintech tools represented by big 
data and artificial intelligence—such as blockchain applications 
in finance—have improved the efficiency and security of financial 
services. For instance, blockchain-based distributed ledgers make 
financial transaction records transparent and tamper-proof, reducing 
credit risks and transaction costs. Additionally, a number of fintech 
service platforms have emerged in the Greater Bay Area, integrating 
resources from tech enterprises, financial institutions, and research 
organizations to accelerate the formation of a tech industry 
ecosystem and promote the transformation and industrialization of 
technological achievements.
5.1.2 Explorations in Green Financial Innovation

The Greater Bay Area is also actively advancing green 
financial innovation. With global emphasis on sustainable 
development, the region recognizes the importance of green finance 
in driving sustainable regional economic growth. As China's green 
financial system gradually takes shape and develops, the Greater 
Bay Area has actively engaged in related practices.

At the top-level design stage, the government has introduced 
a series of policies to guide green financial development, clarifying 
its direction and goals while encouraging financial institutions 
to increase support for green industries. For example, banks 
are encouraged to provide low-interest loans for environmental 
protection projects and clean energy initiatives, channeling capital 
into green sectors. In financial product innovation, various products 
such as green bonds and green credit have been launched. Green 
bonds provide new financing channels for green projects; some 
enterprises have issued green bonds to raise funds for wastewater 
treatment and renewable energy projects. Meanwhile, financial 
institutions are exploring the establishment of green financial 
evaluation systems to assess enterprises' green development levels 
and provide a basis for precise allocation of financial resources. 
However, the current development of green finance in the Greater 
Bay Area still faces challenges such as unclear top-level planning, 
incomplete green standards, a shortage of green finance talent, 
insufficient product innovation, low information coordination, and 
an underdeveloped market system, which restrict its further growth 
and require targeted solutions.
5.1.3 Innovations in Cross-Border Financial Products

The unique geographical location and economic structure 
of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area give it 
a natural advantage in cross-border financial product innovation. 
With the advancement of Greater Bay Area construction, such 
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innovations have continued to emerge.
In cross-border payments, the cross-border application of 

mobile payments has expanded. For example, consumers in 
mainland China, Hong Kong, and Macao can conveniently use 
mobile payment tools for cross-border shopping and tourism, 
enhancing payment efficiency and convenience. In cross-border 
investment, various innovative products have been introduced, such 
as the "Cross-Border Wealth Management Connect (CWMC)," 
which provides more accessible cross-border investment channels 
for Greater Bay Area residents. Mainland residents can invest in 
financial products in Hong Kong and Macao through this program, 
while residents of Hong Kong and Macao can invest in mainland 
products, promoting cross-border capital flows and financial market 
connectivity. Additionally, cross-border trade financing products 
have been continuously innovated. Based on the characteristics 
of cross-border trade by Greater Bay Area enterprises, financial 
institutions have developed flexible trade financing products such 
as supply chain finance, which provides funding support based 
on upstream and downstream supply chain relationships to solve 
capital flow issues in cross-border trade and boost regional trade 
development.

5.2 Challenges in Financial Innovation

5.2.1 Legal and Regulatory Restrictions

Financial innovation in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area faces legal and regulatory constraints. Due to 
differences in legal systems across the region, the mainland, Hong 
Kong, and Macao have varying laws and regulations on financial 
regulation and market access. For example, significant differences 
in approval procedures and regulatory requirements for financial 
institution establishment and operations across the three regions 
increase the difficulty and compliance costs of cross-border 
operations. Meanwhile, cross-border financial innovation involves 
legal applicability issues across jurisdictions, making it difficult 
to determine applicable laws in case of disputes and introducing 
uncertainties to financial innovation. Furthermore, with the rapid 
development of fintech, emerging financial businesses such as 
digital currencies and smart contracts lack clear regulations within 
the existing legal framework, making financial institutions hesitant 
to pursue related innovations and slowing the pace of financial 
innovation.
5.2.2 Increased Risk Management Complexity

Financial innovation often brings new risks, and innovation in 
the Greater Bay Area has heightened risk management challenges. 
On one hand, fintech innovation introduces technical risks. For 
example, fintech applications rely on information technology 
systems; system failures or cyberattacks can disrupt financial 
services and cause losses to institutions and clients. Additionally, 
the use of big data and AI in finance raises risks related to data 
security and privacy protection. On the other hand, green financial 
innovation faces environmental and project risks. Green projects 
have long investment cycles and uncertain returns; for example, 
new energy projects may be affected by natural conditions or 
technological updates, leading to lower-than-expected returns 
and increasing credit risks for financial institutions. Moreover, 
cross-border financial product innovation introduces risks such as 
exchange rate fluctuations and cross-border regulatory arbitrage. 
Divergent economic conditions and monetary policies across 

regions can cause exchange rate volatility that impacts cross-border 
investment and trade financing, while regulatory arbitrage may 
undermine fair market competition and increase systemic risks.
5.2.3 Market Acceptance and Cultivation Issues

Market acceptance and cultivation of financial innovation 
products pose significant challenges. For emerging financial 
innovations like green financial products or blockchain-based 
financial tools, market participants have limited awareness and 
understanding, leading to low acceptance. Some investors lack 
knowledge of the investment value and risk profiles of green 
financial products and prefer traditional investments, restricting 
market expansion. Meanwhile, cultivating demand for financial 
innovations requires collaboration among financial institutions, 
the government, and industry associations. Institutions need to 
strengthen promotion and education to enhance market awareness 
and trust, while the government and associations must improve 
supporting infrastructure—such as establishing green financial 
certification and credit rating systems—to create a favorable market 
environment. However, current efforts in market cultivation are 
insufficient, with incomplete supporting measures hindering the 
promotion and adoption of financial innovation products.

6 International Experience in Regional 
Cooperation and Innovation for Financial 

Industry Economic Management in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater 

Bay Area

6.1 Financial Cooperation and Innovation Experiences from 
the New York Bay Area

6.1.1 Collaborative Development Model of Financial Centers

The New York Bay Area, centered on New York City, features 
multiple functionally complementary financial centers that form 
a collaborative development model. As a global financial center, 
New York hosts numerous large banks, stock exchanges, and 
financial institution headquarters. For example, the New York Stock 
Exchange (NYSE), one of the world's largest stock exchanges, had 
a total market capitalization of over $27 trillion in 2020, attracting 
global enterprises to list and raise funds. Surrounding areas like 
Jersey City focus on financial back-office services and specialized 
financial operations such as data processing and clearing. This 
clearly defined functional division improves the efficiency and 
professionalism of financial services across the bay area. In 
terms of financial talent distribution, New York City concentrates 
approximately 70% of high-end financial decision-making and 
trading professionals, while surrounding areas employ about 30% 
of financial support staff, achieving rational allocation of human 
resources.
6.1.2 Financial Innovation Supporting Real Economy 
Development

Financial innovation in the New York Bay Area is closely 
aligned with the needs of the real economy. For example, in 
real estate finance, innovative asset securitization products like 
mortgage-backed securities (MBS) were introduced. By packaging 
and structuring large volumes of real estate mortgages into tradable 
securities, these products provided ample funding for the real estate 
market. From 2000 to 2010, the scale of MBS issued in the U.S. 
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grew from approximately $3 trillion to over $8 trillion, significantly 
boosting real estate markets in the New York Bay Area and 
nationwide. Additionally, financial institutions have launched IP 
pledge financing and other products for tech enterprises, providing 
new financing channels to facilitate technology commercialization 
and real economy growth.

6.2 Financial Cooperation and Innovation Experiences from 
the San Francisco Bay Area

6.2.1 Integrated Fintech Development Model

The San Francisco Bay Area has developed a unique model 
of integrated fintech development. Centered on Silicon Valley, 
numerous venture capital (VC) firms, tech enterprises, and fintech 
companies collaborate closely. VC firms provide funding for tech 
startups at various stages, from seed and angel rounds to Series 
A and B financing. In 2021, venture capital investment in Silicon 
Valley reached $128.8 billion, a 76% year-on-year increase. 
Meanwhile, fintech companies use advanced technologies like 
big data and AI to offer convenient and efficient financial services 
such as online payments and robo-advisory. For example, PayPal, 
a global leading online payment platform born in Silicon Valley, 
facilitates cross-border transactions for tech enterprises and 
promotes deep integration of technology and finance.
6.2.2 Venture Capital and Innovation Entrepreneurship 
Ecosystem

The San Francisco Bay Area boasts a robust venture capital 
and innovation ecosystem. VC firms not only provide capital but 
also offer value-added services like strategic guidance and talent 
recruitment. For instance, Sequoia Capital has invested in renowned 
tech companies such as Apple and Google, playing a pivotal role 
in their growth. Local universities like Stanford University and 
the University of California, Berkeley, supply abundant talent and 
research outcomes for innovation. Each year, these institutions 
incubate numerous tech startups, creating a virtuous cycle of talent, 
technology, and capital. Stanford alumni-led companies have a 
combined market capitalization exceeding $2.7 trillion, strongly 
driving innovation and entrepreneurship in the bay area.

6.3 Financial Cooperation and Innovation Experiences from 
the Tokyo Bay Area

6.3.1 Regional Financial Policy Coordination Mechanism

The Tokyo Bay Area has established a sound regional financial 
policy coordination mechanism. The government coordinates 
financial policies across regions through specialized institutions 
like the Tokyo Bay Economic Federation. In tax policy, financial 
institutions receive tax incentives for business layouts within the 
bay area—for example, a 10–15% corporate income tax reduction 
for financial innovation departments located in designated zones—
to attract financial resources. In regulatory policy, enhanced 
communication and collaboration among regional regulators ensure 
unified standards, prevent regulatory arbitrage, and maintain stable 
financial markets.
6.3.2 Strategies for Financial Services Supporting Industrial 
Upgrading

Financial institutions in the Tokyo Bay Area actively 
implement strategies to upgrade financial services for industrial 
development. As the industrial structure shifts from traditional 

manufacturing to high-end manufacturing and services, institutions 
continuously innovate financial products and services. For example, 
they provide cross-border merger financing and foreign exchange 
risk management for high-end manufacturing enterprises expanding 
internationally, and offer copyright pledge financing for cultural 
and creative industries in the service sector. From 2015 to 2020, 
financing scale for high-end manufacturing and services in the 
Tokyo Bay Area increased by 30% and 40%, respectively, strongly 
supporting industrial upgrading.

6.4 Implications for the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area

6.4.1 Improving Regional Financial Cooperation Mechanisms

Region Collaborative Development of 
Financial Centers

Financial Policy 
Coordination 
Mechanism

New York 
Bay Area

Multiple financial centers with 
complementary functions; New 

York focuses on high-end finance, 
while surrounding areas handle 

back-office services

Resource allocation via 
market mechanisms; 
minimal government 

intervention

San 
Francisco 
Bay Area

Silicon Valley-centered integration 
of technology and finance with 

active VC investment

Government encourages 
innovation with a lenient 

policy environment

Tokyo Bay 
Area

Specialized institutions coordinate 
regional financial policies and 

unify regulatory standards

Government-led 
industrial financial 

support policies

GBA 
Current 
Status

Hong Kong as an international 
financial center; mainland cities 

have distinct financial features but 
lack coordination

Institutional differences 
and policy coordination 

challenges

The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area should 
learn from the New York Bay Area's collaborative financial center 
model to clarify the functional positioning of cities like Hong 
Kong, Shenzhen, and Guangzhou. Hong Kong should continue to 
leverage its strengths as an international financial center to focus 
on high-end services like international financial transactions and 
asset management; Shenzhen should build a fintech innovation 
hub based on its technological advantages; and Guangzhou should 
strengthen financial services for the real economy, such as supply 
chain finance. Meanwhile, establishing a regional financial policy 
coordination mechanism similar to Tokyo's—with specialized 
GBA financial coordination agencies to unify regulatory standards 
and coordinate tax policies—will promote rational and efficient 
allocation of financial resources.
6.4.2 Strengthening the Integration of Financial Innovation and 
the Real Economy

Region Financial Innovation Supporting the Real Economy

New York Bay 
Area

Real estate financial innovation drives the property 
market; IP pledge financing supports tech enterprises

San Francisco 
Bay Area VC funds tech startups; fintech serves the real economy

GBA Current 
Status

Insufficient integration of financial innovation and the 
real economy; room for fintech development

Drawing on the experiences of New York and San Francisco, 
the Greater Bay Area should enhance the integration of financial 
innovation with the real economy. On one hand, financial 
institutions should be encouraged to innovate products and 
services for regional key industries like high-end manufacturing 
and electronic information—for example, developing supply 
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chain finance to support upstream and downstream enterprises 
in industrial chains. On the other hand, increased investment in 
fintech—such as establishing special fintech funds and guiding 
VC firms to support tech innovators—will accelerate technology 
commercialization and real economy growth.
6.4.3 Optimizing Financial Regulation and Policy Coordination

Region Financial Regulation and Policy Coordination

New York Bay 
Area

Market-driven with flexible regulation adapting to 
financial innovation

San Francisco 
Bay Area Innovation-friendly regulatory policies promote fintech

Tokyo Bay 
Area

Unified regulatory standards; policy coordination 
supports industrial upgrading

GBA Current 
Status

Significant regulatory differences between the mainland 
and Hong Kong/Macao; inadequate policy coordination

The Greater Bay Area should optimize financial regulation 
and policy coordination. Learning from Tokyo's unified regulatory 
standards, it should strengthen communication and collaboration 
among mainland, Hong Kong, and Macao regulators to establish 
joint regulatory mechanisms. At the same time, formulating 
coordinated financial policies—such as unified guidelines for 
financial opening-up and innovation—will create a favorable policy 
environment for the financial industry. Additionally, adopting 
San Francisco's innovation-friendly regulatory approach—with  
(moderate) relaxation of financial innovation regulations under 
effective risk control—will promote synergistic development 
between financial innovation and the real economy.

7 Strategies and Recommendations for 
Regional Cooperation and Innovation in 
Economic Management of the Financial 
Industry in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-

Macao Greater Bay Area

As a vital economic region in China, regional cooperation and 
innovation in economic management of the financial industry in 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) are 
of great significance for promoting regional economic development 
and enhancing international competitiveness. The following 
strategies and recommendations are proposed from four aspects: 
improving regional cooperation mechanisms, promoting financial 
innovation, strengthening talent cultivation and introduction, and 
enhancing financial regulatory coordination.

7.1 Improving Regional Cooperation Mechanisms

7.1.1 Establishing a Unified Financial Coordination Agency

Due to the differences in financial markets and the varied 
financial development goals and priorities across regions in the 
GBA, there is a need to establish a unified financial coordination 
agency. This agency should have cross-regional coordination 
authority to integrate financial resources from Guangdong, Hong 
Kong, and Macao, break down administrative barriers, and resolve 
interest conflicts and coordination issues in regional financial 
cooperation. For example, when formulating the GBA's financial 
development strategic plan, the unified agency can comprehensively 
consider the strengths and weaknesses of the three regions' financial 
development to formulate plans that align with the overall interests 
of the GBA, avoiding disorderly competition and duplicate 
construction in financial policies across regions, and promoting 

efficient allocation of financial resources within the GBA.
7.1.2 Strengthening Policy Communication and Coordination

Governments  of  the three regions need to enhance 
communication and coordination of financial policies. On one hand, 
regular policy exchange meetings should be held to jointly discuss 
the adjustment directions and coordination measures of financial 
policies. For instance, when formulating financial opening policies, 
the carrying capacity and integration needs of the financial markets 
in the three regions should be fully considered to avoid financial 
market fluctuations caused by time gaps in policy implementation 
or inconsistent policy intensity. On the other hand, a policy 
information sharing platform should be established to timely release 
updates on financial policies and interpret policy contents, enabling 
financial institutions, enterprises, and investors in the GBA to 
promptly understand policy changes and make rational decisions. 
Through strengthened policy communication and coordination, the 
consistency and continuity of financial policies in the GBA can be 
ensured, creating a stable policy environment for the development 
of the financial industry.
7.1.3 Promoting Integration of Financial Infrastructure

The integration of financial infrastructure is a key support 
for deepening financial cooperation in the GBA. In the payment 
and clearing system, the construction of a cross-border payment 
and clearing platform should be accelerated to improve cross-
border payment efficiency and reduce payment costs. For example, 
promoting the interconnection of payment systems between Hong 
Kong, Macao, and the mainland to achieve real-time and convenient 
fund flows within the GBA. In the credit rating system, a unified 
credit rating standard and information sharing platform should be 
established to break down credit information barriers among the 
three regions and improve the transparency and security of financial 
transactions. Additionally, collaborative efforts should be enhanced 
in infrastructure such as securities trading and custodial settlement 
to promote the integration of financial markets in the GBA and 
improve overall financial market efficiency.

7.2 Promoting Financial Innovation and Development

7.2.1 Increasing Investment in and Innovation of Fintech

The deep integration of technology and finance is a key driver 
for economic development in the GBA. On one hand, increased 
capital investment in fintech should be made, with special fintech 
development funds established to guide financial institutions to 
increase credit support for technology innovation enterprises. 
Banks should be encouraged to develop exclusive financial 
products for tech enterprises, such as intellectual property pledge 
loans and equity pledge loans, to address the financing challenges 
of tech firms. On the other hand, financial institutions should be 
encouraged to leverage emerging technologies such as big data, 
artificial intelligence, and blockchain to innovate financial service 
models. For example, using big data technology to build precise 
risk assessment models to improve the efficiency and accuracy 
of financial services; applying blockchain technology to ensure 
the traceability and security of financial transactions, promoting 
innovative development of financial businesses.
7.2.2 Driving Innovation in Green Finance

With the global emphasis on environmental protection, the 
GBA should actively promote the innovative development of green 



62

Economics and Management Studies 2025 Issue 1

finance. A green finance development plan should be formulated 
to clarify the development goals and key areas of green finance. 
Financial institutions should be encouraged to develop diverse 
green financial products, such as green bonds, green credit, and 
green insurance, to guide funds into green industries such as 
environmental protection and clean energy. Meanwhile, a green 
financial project database should be established to screen and 
recommend eligible green projects, providing a project docking 
platform for financial institutions. Additionally, aligning with 
international green financial standards should be strengthened to 
enhance the international influence of green finance in the GBA and 
attract more international capital to participate in the development 
of green industries in the region.
7.2.3 Optimizing the Cross-Border Financial Innovation 
Environment

The GBA's unique cross-border financial environment 
provides broad space for financial innovation. The approval 
processes for cross-border financial businesses should be simplified, 
restrictions on cross-border financial operations should be relaxed, 
and financial institutions should be encouraged to carry out cross-
border financial innovation businesses. For example, supporting 
financial institutions in Hong Kong, Macao, and the mainland to 
launch innovative businesses such as the Cross-Border Wealth 
Management Connect and cross-border asset transfers to meet the 
cross-border financial needs of residents and enterprises in the 
GBA. Cross-border financial regulatory cooperation should be 
strengthened, and a risk monitoring and early warning mechanism 
for cross-border financial innovation should be established to 
effectively prevent financial risks while promoting cross-border 
financial innovation. Furthermore, efforts should be made to align 
the financial rules of Guangdong, Hong Kong, and Macao to create 
a unified and standardized market environment for cross-border 
financial innovation.

7.3 Strengthening Talent Cultivation and Introduction

7.3.1 Building a Multi-Tiered Financial Talent Cultivation 
System

The GBA should establish a multi-tiered financial talent 
cultivation system to meet the talent needs of different financial 
sectors. At the higher education level, universities should strengthen 
the construction of financial disciplines and set up specialized financial 
courses tailored to the GBA's financial development needs, such as 
fintech, green finance, and cross-border finance, to cultivate financial 
talent with professional knowledge and innovative capabilities. 
Meanwhile, universities should be encouraged to carry out industry-
academia-research cooperation with financial institutions and establish 
internship and training bases to provide practical opportunities for 
students and improve their hands-on capabilities. At the vocational 
education level, financial vocational skill training should be 
enhanced, and continuing education for financial practitioners should 
be conducted to improve their professional literacy and business 
capabilities. Additionally, activities such as financial academic 
seminars and industry forums can be held to provide learning and 
exchange platforms for financial talents, promoting their knowledge 
update and capability enhancement.
7.3.2 Improving Financial Talent Attraction Policies

Formulating attractive policies to attract financial talent is 

an important measure to address the shortage of financial talent in 
the GBA. In terms of household registration policies, convenient 
settlement channels should be provided for eligible high-end 
financial talent, addressing their concerns regarding household 
registration, children's education, and medical care. In terms of 
compensation, competitive salary levels and benefits should be 
offered to financial talents to attract outstanding domestic and 
international financial professionals to develop in the GBA. 
Furthermore, a favorable development environment for financial 
talent should be created, providing abundant career development 
opportunities and broad promotion space, and fostering a cultural 
atmosphere that respects talent and encourages innovation, making 
the GBA a desirable place for financial talents to pursue innovation 
and entrepreneurship.

7.4 Enhancing Financial Regulatory Coordination

7.4.1 Establishing a Cross-Border Financial Regulatory 
Coordination Mechanism

Given the existence of cross-border financial businesses in the 
GBA, establishing a cross-border financial regulatory coordination 
mechanism is of utmost importance. Financial regulatory 
authorities in the three regions should strengthen information 
sharing, communication, and collaboration, establishing a regular 
regulatory exchange meeting system to timely inform each other 
of changes in financial regulatory policies, financial market 
operations, and the risk status of cross-border financial businesses. 
A cross-border financial regulatory coordination team should be 
established to jointly study and address major issues and risk events 
in cross-border financial operations, ensuring the stable operation 
of cross-border financial businesses. Meanwhile, cooperation and 
exchanges with international financial regulatory institutions should 
be strengthened to learn from advanced international financial 
regulatory experience and enhance the GBA's cross-border financial 
regulatory capabilities.
7.4.2 Unifying Financial Regulatory Standards and Rules

Differences in financial regulatory standards and rules across 
the GBA may lead to unfair competition and regulatory arbitrage 
in financial markets. Therefore, it is necessary to gradually unify 
financial regulatory standards and rules. In terms of market 
access, unified access standards for financial institutions should 
be formulated to ensure that financial institutions in all regions 
operate in a fair environment. In terms of business regulation, 
unified regulatory indicators and standard requirements for 
financial businesses should be established to avoid regulatory 
loopholes caused by different regulatory standards. Additionally, 
unified standards and rules should be established in areas such as 
information disclosure and consumer protection to enhance the 
consistency and effectiveness of financial regulation in the GBA 
and promote the healthy development of financial markets.
7.4.3 Strengthening Joint Prevention and Control of Financial 
Risks

Financial risks are contagious and can spread across regions, 
requiring the three regions in the GBA to strengthen joint 
prevention and control of financial risks. A joint financial risk 
monitoring and early warning system should be established, using 
technologies such as big data and artificial intelligence to conduct 
real-time monitoring and early warning of financial market risks. 
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The assessment and analysis of systemic financial risks should be 
strengthened to timely identify potential risk points. When financial 
risk events occur, financial regulatory authorities in the three 
regions should promptly activate emergency response mechanisms 
and jointly take measures to address risks, preventing their spread 
and escalation. Meanwhile, financial consumer education should 
be enhanced to improve the risk awareness and self-protection 
capabilities of financial consumers, jointly safeguarding the stability 
of financial markets in the GBA.

Through the implementation of the above strategies and 
recommendations—improving regional cooperation mechanisms, 
promoting financial innovation and development, strengthening 
talent cultivation and introduction, and enhancing financial 
regulatory coordination—the financial industry in the GBA is 
expected to achieve closer regional cooperation and innovative 
development, providing strong financial support for the high-quality 
economic development of the GBA.

8 Conclusions and Prospects

8.1 Research Conclusions
This study systematically analyzes regional cooperation and 

innovation in economic management of the financial industry in the 
GBA, leading to the following main conclusions:

Theoretical Foundations and Current Status Characteristics:
Theories of regional financial cooperation (such as financial 

integration and coordinated development theories), financial 
innovation theories (such as Schumpeter's innovation theory), and 
regional economic management theories provide theoretical support 
for financial cooperation and innovation in the GBA.

The GBA's financial industry presents a pattern of "Hong 
Kong as an international financial center leading, with mainland 
cities developing distinct characteristics." The banking, securities, 
and insurance industries are large in scale but face issues such 
as excessive agglomeration and insufficient coordination. 
Financial cooperation has made progress in cross-border business, 
infrastructure, and regulatory coordination, but is constrained by 
factors such as institutional differences and market barriers.

Core Issues and Challenges:
Regional cooperation faces challenges such as policy 

coordination difficulties due to institutional differences, barriers to 
financial market connectivity, shortages of innovative talent, and 
regulatory coordination dilemmas.

Financial innovation is active in areas such as fintech, green 
finance, and cross-border finance, but is constrained by factors such 
as legal and regulatory restrictions, complex risk management, and 
low market acceptance, with insufficient depth in integrating with 
the real economy.

International Experience and Strategic Recommendations:
Drawing on the experiences of the New York, San Francisco, 

and Tokyo Bay Areas, strategies are proposed to improve regional 
cooperation mechanisms (such as establishing unified coordination 
agencies and promoting infrastructure integration), strengthen 
the integration of financial innovation with the real economy, and 
optimize regulatory coordination.

Specific measures include increasing investment in fintech, 
promoting green financial product innovation, building multi-tiered 
talent cultivation systems, and establishing cross-border regulatory 
coordination mechanisms.

8.2 Research Limitations and Future Prospects

8.2.1 Research Limitations

Data Timeliness and Depth: Some data cited are as of 2021 or 
earlier, with insufficient dynamic tracking of recent new financial 
cooperation policies in the GBA such as the deepening of the 
Cross-Border Wealth Management Connect and progress in the 
digital yuan pilot. The analysis of micro-level cooperation cases of 
financial institutions such as specific banks' cross-border business 
models is inadequate.

Interdisciplinary Integration Limitations: The study mainly 
focuses on the financial sector, with insufficient systematic 
discussion of interdisciplinary coordination mechanisms in law and 
technology (such as the application of blockchain in regulation), 
failing to fully integrate multi-dimensional perspectives of 
"institution-technology-market."

Quantitative Analysis Deficiency: Predominantly qualitative 
analysis, lacking quantitative evaluation models for financial 
cooperation efficiency (such as the correlation between capital flow 
scale and regional economic growth) and innovation effects (such 
as the impact of fintech on enterprise R&D investment).
8.2.2 Future Research Directions

Dynamic Tracking and Quantitative Research: Focus on new 
financial policy trends in the GBA during the "14th Five-Year 
Plan" period (such as the "Cross-Border Insurance Connect" pilot 
and fintech regulatory sandboxes), and assess policy effectiveness 
using real-time data. Introduce econometric models (such as 
panel data regression and spatial Durbin models) to quantitatively 
analyze the contribution of financial cooperation to regional 
economic coordinated development and identify key influencing  
factors.

I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  a n d  Te c h n o l o g i c a l  I n t e g r a t i o n 
Research:  Explore "finance-law-technology" coordination 
mechanisms, such as studying the application scenarios of 
blockchain technology in cross-border financial regulation or 
analyzing the transformative role of the digital yuan in the GBA's 
payment and clearing system. Integrate ESG (Environmental, 
Social, Governance) theory to construct a green financial 
performance evaluation framework and promote the alignment 
of the GBA's sustainable financial standards with international  
norms.

Micro-Case and Policy Refinement:  Conduct in-depth 
research on the cooperation models of typical financial institutions 
(such as Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao joint venture banks and 
fintech platforms) to summarize replicable innovative experiences. 
Address regulatory differences under "one country, two systems" by 
studying cross-border financial risk early warning indicator systems 
and proposing differentiated regulatory policy recommendations 
(such as phased unification of business norms and the establishment 
of risk-sharing mechanisms).

International Comparison and Long-Term Outlook: Compare 
the GBA's cooperation path with other RCEP regions (such 
as ASEAN financial integration) to extract regional financial 
governance models adapted to China's characteristics. Look ahead 
to the 2035 vision, study the linkage mechanism between the GBA's 
financial opening and RMB internationalization, and explore its role 
as a strategic fulcrum in the "dual circulation" strategy.

This study aims to provide theoretical references for financial 
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cooperation and innovation in the GBA. In the future, continuous 
deepening in combination with dynamic practices will be necessary 

to better serve national strategic needs.
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